


2

Introduction

	 Since the military coup on 1 February 2021, People’s Defense 

Forces/Local Defense Forces (PDFs/LDFs), along with Ethnic 

Revolutionary Organizations (EROs), have been engaging in armed 

resistance against the military council using various methods. In 

response, the junta has employed various brutal and cruel tactics in 

attacking these resistance forces. 

	 After losing more territory following the first and second waves 

of Operation 1027, the junta increasingly resorted to airstrikes. These 

airstrikes have not only targeted civilian areas such as villages and 

towns, but also detention facilities where junta soldiers or prisoners 

of war (POWs) are being held.

	 This week’s Burma News International (BNI)-Myanmar Peace 

Monitor’s Bi-Weekly News Review focuses on incidents of junta 

airstrikes specifically targeting POWs.

Not Spared from Junta Airstrikes: 
POWs in Resistance-Controlled Areas
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Junta Airstrikes Targeting POWs

	 The military council began targeting POWs with aerial bombings 

towards the end of 2024, with two such incidents recorded in January 

2025 alone. 

	 The junta started bombings in Arakan State’s Pauktaw Township 

on 8 September, and on Four Mile Camp (Border Guard Police 

Battalion-2) in Maungdaw Township on 9 September, resulting in the 

deaths of several POWs and civilians. In another attack on a camp in 

Shin Ywar village on Ah Lel Hpa Yon Kar Island south of Pauktaw, 17 

people were killed, including 7 POWs. According to a statement by 

Arakha Army (AA), among the victims were people detained on 

suspicion of being junta informants, those accused of sending 

information to the junta, those serving sentences, as well as detention 

center staff and health workers.  1

	 The AA stated that, over 50 people were killed in Maundaw on 9 

September, including prisoners of war and civilian detainees captured 

during its offensives to capture 

t o w n s  i n  A ra ka n  S t a t e .  2  

Furthermore, on 28 October 2024, 

the junta bombed a POW detention 

facility of the Mandalay People's 

Defense Force (MDY-PDF) in 

Nawnghkio Township on the 

Mandalay-northern Shan border, 

killing 12 people, including 8 POWs 

and injuring 60 others or so. 3 

1  Junta bombs Pauktaw, prisoners among 17 dead, Myanmar Now, 10 Sep. 2024

2  Over 50 POWs and detainees killed in junta airstrike, Mizzima, 10 Sep. 2024

3  Junta bombs MDY-PDF’s temporary POW detention facility, Western News, 19 	
   Oct. 2024

The MDY-PDF’s POW detention facility destroyed in the junta airstrike. 
(Photo - MDY PDF)
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4  Another junta bombing targets MDY-PDF’s temporary POW detention facility, 	
   four killed including a major, Shan News, 31 Oct. 2024

5  Junta bombing targets temporary detention facility housing POWs and their 	
   families, 28 killed and 25 injured, Narinjara, 19 Jan. 2025

6  Seven POWs including police officers killed junta bombing in Falam, Mizzima, 	
   6 Jan. 2025

		  Again, on 30 October, another bombing by the junta on the 

same detention facility killed four people, including a major who was 

a POW, and injured another. 4  On 18 January 2025, a junta airstrike 

using a fighter jet targeted an area near Yan Chaung village in Mrauk-U 

Township, where families of enemy POWs were held, leading to the 

death of 28 people, including children and women. These family 

members were of military personnel captured during conflicts in the 

Arakan region, with plans already in place by the AA to release them 

soon. 5

	 On 4 January 2025, the junta also bombed a school and hospital 

in Khum Long village in Falam Township, Chin State, killing a police 

lieutenant, three police sub-lieutenants, a police sergeant, a police 

corporal, and the wife of a police officer. Four other police officers 

were also injured. 6 

Hundreds of POWs Killed in Junta Airstrikes

	 According to data collected by BNI-

Myanmar Peace Monitor, over a 5-month 

period from September 2024 to January 

2025, there were six incidents where the 

junta bombed locations holding POWs, 

resulting in over 104 deaths among 

prisoners and their family members. Of 

these six incidents, three occurred in Arakan 

State, two in the border area between 

northern Shan State and Mandalay Region, 

and one in Chin State.
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	 As the military council continues to lose territory across the 

country, it has increasingly targeted civilian areas including schools, 

hospitals, markets, religious buildings, IDP camps, and other populated 

areas.

	 BNI-Myanmar Peace Monitor data shows that more than 1,850 

civilians have been killed in airstrikes as of 11 February 2025, since 

the military coup on 1 February 2021. The death toll has increased 

year after year: 185 civilian deaths from airstrikes in 2022, 646 in 2023, 

and 1,001 in 2024. 7

	 As attacks targeting civilians have increased, so too have the deaths 

among POWs and their family members who are being held by ethnic 

armed organizations and People's Defense Forces.

Review

	 The military council has carried out the highest number of 

airstrikes on prisoners of war in Arakan State. This can be attributed 

to the increased number of offensives to capture towns in the region 

during 2024, leading to more airstrikes and higher casualties among 

both civilians and POWs.

	 According to BNI-Myanmar Peace Monitor data, there have been 

379 airstrike events in Arakan State since the 2021 military coup, with 

over 88 percent of these (336 events) occurring in 2024.

	 Regarding the targeting of POWs in Arakan State, AA spokesperson 

U Khaing Thukha has suggested that the junta might be targeting 

prisoner officers who could testify to war crimes it has committed, in 

an attempt to cover up these crimes. 8 The fact that there have been 

three incidents of airstrikes on POW detention facilities in Arakan State 

within just five months clearly indicates an effort to conceal war crimes.

7  Military Junta’s Airstrikes in Myanmar

8  Junta bombs AA’s detention facility, BBC, 21 Sep. 2024
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	 Furthermore, the repeated airstrikes on the MDY-PDF’s POW 

detention facility on both 28 and 30 October indicate the junta’s 

deliberate targeting of POWs.

	 Regarding the airstrikes on its detention facility, the MDY-PDF has 

stated that despite treating captured prisoners according to the law, 

the junta has targeted its former personnel in these airstrikes. 9  

	 In conclusion, as the military council continues to lose ground, its 

use of indiscriminate aerial attacks against both civilians and POWs 

has escalated. Resistance groups should take special precautions 

against aerial threats in areas they control, study the patterns of these 

attacks, and systematically improve air defense strategies. Additionally, 

it is crucial for resistance forces to promptly gather evidence from 

POWs who can testify to the military junta's war crimes, as these 

individuals are significant witnesses.

9  Junta bombs MDY-PDF’s POW detention facility, Western News, 29 Oct. 2024
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What I hope for is to see people as human beings and to value human life. I don’t want to 

see the majority looking down on or dominating the minority. I want to see a developed 

Union that guarantees equal rights for all people, ensuring everyone enjoys the rights they 

deserve without discrimination between the majority and the minority. One thing we often 

overlook is the need to see women in Myanmar being given decision-making roles in different 

areas such as politics and the judiciary. This is the type of Union I personally want to see.

	 Ah Pan 
a young Kachin woman working in Malaysia

 Exceprt from the collection of the views of some Kachin people about “78th Union Day and the Union,” 

published on the BNI-Myanmar Peace Monitor website.

Highlight Quote
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	 President of the United States Donald Trump maintained 

Myanmar's designation as a country posing an unusual and 

extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy of the 

United States. As a result, on 10 February 2021, President Trump 

signed Executive Order 14014, declaring a state of emergency under 

the National Security Act concerning the situation in Myanmar. He 

also announced on 6 February that the order would be extended for 

another year.  1

	 The extension makes it possible to prolong the Temporary 

Protected Status (TPS) for Myanmar nationals currently in the United 

States and continue providing humanitarian aid for the survival of 

refugees along the Thailand-Myanmar border. Furthermore, other 

programs related to Myanmar can continue without reductions in 

funding, as pointed out by Dr. Zachary Abuza, a Professor at the 

National War College in Washington, DC, who specializes in Southeast 

Donald Trump, President of the United States signed and released an executive order, on 4 February 2025. Photo-Reuters 

1  President Trump continues to designate Myanmar as a country that still 
threatens US’s national security, RFA Burmese, 6 February 2025.

International NewsInternational News
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Asian politics and security issues. In addition, President Trump's 

response to Myanmar is surprising and is also noted as an important 

symbol.2  

	 On the other hand, the health care sector has been affected by 

the temporary suspension of aid by US, and the Myanmar refugee 

camps in Thailand are trying to continue with the help of Thai 

authorities. On 3 February, officials from refugee camps in Tak Province 

in Thailand, Thai authorities and officials from the hospital held a 

meeting. As a result of the discussion, refugee camps supported by 

the International Rescue Committee (IRC) will maintain access to 

hospital facilities and equipment. In case of emergencies, patients 

from the refugee camps will also be allowed to be sent to Thai hospitals 

with the approval of Thai authorities.3 

	 On 29 January, Fair Party MP Kannavee Suebsang presented a 

proposal to the government in the House of Representatives to allow 

refugees to work legally. The MP proposed the government allow 

refugees to work temporarily in Thailand, which would enable them 

to sustain themselves and contribute to the economy through taxes. 

He suggested they be allowed to work in Thailand until a long-term 

solution is found. The suggestion comes after President Donald Trump 

halted the provision of medical services in refugee camps in Thailand.4 

	 In a statement released on 30 January, Mr. Anneliese Dodds, the 

UK Government's Minister for Development, announced that 

healthcare services would be provided to nearly one million people 

across Myanmar in the first half of 2025. This healthcare initiative will 

include maternal care, nutrition support, and disease treatment.5

2  Pro-democracy groups welcome continued designation of Myanmar as a 
threat to U.S. security, RFA Burmese, 6 February 2025.

3  Thai authorities will help to provide medical treatment in refugee camps, RFA 
Burmese, 7 February 2025. 

4  Thai MP proposes to allow refugees to work, KIC, 31 January 2025.
5  Healthcare will be delivered to nearly one million people across Myanmar, UK 

announces, KIC, 3 February 2025.
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Note: 
The facts and figures and references in 
Bi-Weekly News Reviews are taken from 
the Burma News International (BNI)-
Myanmar Peace Monitor's (MPM) dataset. 
Peace and conflict-related news covered 
daily by 15 member media organizations 
of the BNI and other local and foreign 
media organizations are recorded in the 
BNI-MPM’s Dataset daily.


