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More Landmine Casualties Reported as Countries Convene for Ban Treaty Meeting
International mine clearance funding and efforts increase

(Bangkok, 20 November 2024) Continued landmine use by Myanmar, Russia and other
countries that have not prohibited these weapons shows the urgent need for all actors
to abide by the norms established by the international treaty banning antipersonnel
landmines, said the International Campaign to Ban Landmines today upon releasing its
Landmine Monitor 2024 report.

“This flagship report records a shocking number of civilians killed or injured by
antipersonnel mines, including children,” said Tamar Gabelnick, Director of the ICBL.
“Any use of antipersonnel mines by any actor under any circumstances is unacceptable
and must be condemned. All countries that have not yet done so should join the Mine
Ban Treaty to turn back this tide and end the suffering caused by these vile weapons.”

The Mine Ban Treaty entered into force on 1 March 1999. It prohibits the use, stockpiling,
production, and transfer of antipersonnel mines and requires victim assistance, mine
clearance, and stockpile destruction. Currently there are 164 States Parties to the treaty;
the last countries to join it were Palestine and Sri Lanka in 2017.

Landmine Monitor 2024 is being released in advance of the Mine Ban Treaty’s historic
Fifth Review Conference, which opens in Siem Reap, Cambodia on November 25. The
report details a troubling rise in new landmine casualties. It reports notable progress in
the clearance of mine affected land, and a significant increase in global funding for the
mine action sector, with an annual total surpassing US$1 billion.

The Landmine Monitor Report 2024 documents the alarming use of antipersonnel mines
by states that are not party to the Mine Ban Treaty, including increased and ongoing use
by Myanmar and continued use by Russia, as well as new use by Iran and North Korea.
Russia’s extensive use of antipersonnel mines in Ukraine since the full-scale invasion of
the country in 2022 is an unprecedented case of a state outside the treaty deploying
landmines within the territory of a State Party. The report records new instances of
antipersonnel mine use by government forces and opposition groups in Myanmar; such
use has been documented annually since the first Landmine Monitor report was
published in 1999.

Non-state armed groups used mostly improvised antipersonnel mines in 2023 and 2024
in Colombia, India, Myanmar, Pakistan, and Palestine (Gaza) and increasingly in the Sahel
region of Africa.


https://backend.icblcmc.org/assets/reports/Landmine-Monitors/LMM2024/Downloads/Landmine-Monitor-2024-Final-Embargoed.pdf

The report recorded at least 5,757 people killed and wounded by landmines and
explosive remnants of war worldwide in 2023. In 2023, Myanmar recorded the highest
number of annual casualties (1,003) for the first time. Civilians continued to bear the
brunt of the harm caused by these weapons, with 84% of recorded casualties being
civilians, where the status was known. Children accounted for more than a third of all
civilian casualties. However, in many countries resources for programs to assist
landmine victims were limited, and in several cases the availability of services
decreased.

“Behind these disturbing casualty statistics are people trying to rebuild lives after the
devastating impacts of mines,” said Eléa Boureux, Project Manager for the Landmine
Monitor. “Far too many victims cannot access adequate medical care, rehabilitation
services, or other support. During the upcoming Review Conference of the Mine Ban
Treaty, the international community should commit to providing appropriate, affordable,
inclusive, and accessible services to victims," she added.

Around the world, at least 58 countries and areas are still impacted by landmine
contamination. However, a positive development was seen in 2023, as the 33 states
with mine clearance obligations under the treaty reported a significant 281.5km? of land
cleared during the year, equivalent to an area larger than the United Kingdom. This is
the largest area cleared since 2019, when these states committed to make progress in
mine clearance “to the fullest extent possible by 2025.” Cambodia and Croatia led the
way, accounting for over 209km? or 75% of the total land cleared in 2023.

“The increased clearance rates demonstrate what can be achieved with adequate
resources, national ownership, and political will,” said Katrin Atkins, Landmine Monitor
Editor for contamination, clearance, and risk education. “Cambodia is demonstrating
how its determination to clear contaminated land as soon as possible, including through
its national contribution of over US$30 million in 2023, can make a difference and save
lives.”

Landmine Monitor 2024 reports that 12 states, all non-signatories to the Mine Ban
Treaty, remain on the Monitor's list of those who develop, produce, or acquire
antipersonnel mines, including India, Iran, Myanmar, Pakistan, Russia, and South Korea.

The 2024 report shows a historic increase in global funding for mine action, surpassing
$1 billion for the first time. This is a 12% increase ($112.1 million) from 2022, largely driven
by support for Ukraine, which received US$308.1 million in international assistance in
2023. However, the report raises concerns over declining funding for clearance in other
heavily affected countries, including Afghanistan and Yemen, where healthcare and
rehabilitation services also remain severely underfunded.
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For more information, contact:

In Geneva, Switzerland (CET/UTC +1):
e Charles Bechara, ICBL-CMC Communications and Media Manager (English,
French, Arabic), Tel. +41 (0) 78 323 51 44 (WhatsApp), media@icblcmc.org



e Eléa Boureux, Monitor Project Manager (English, French), Tel. +41 (0) 78 225 60
11 (WhatsApp), monitor@icblcmc.org

In Bangkok, Thailand (ICT/UTC +7):
e Yeshua Moser-Puangsuwan, Ban Policy Researcher for the Landmine Monitor
(English), Tel. +66 (0) 89 124 4900 (WhatsApp), yeshua@icblcmc.org

Useful links:

Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor, www.the-monitor.org
International Campaign to Ban Landmines, www.icblcmc.org/about-icbl
Follow The Monitor on X: @MineMonitor

Follow the ICBL-CMC on X: @minefreeworld

Follow the ICBL-CMC on Instagram: @icbl_cmc

Follow the ICBL-CMC on LinkedIn

About the Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor (The Monitor)

Landmine Monitor 2024 is the 26™ annual Monitor report by International Campaign to
Ban Landmines (ICBL), 1997 Nobel Peace Prize co-laureate together with Jody Williams.
Released in advance of the Mine Ban Treaty’s Fifth Review Conference, this report
provides a global overview of efforts to universalize and fully implement the 1997 Mine
Ban Treaty, ensure clearance of mine contaminated areas, provide risk education to
affected communities, and assist victims of these weapons. More generally, the report
assesses the international community’s response to the global landmine situation,
focusing on calendar year 2023 with information included up to October 2024 where
possible.

Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor is the civil society initiative providing research
and monitoring for the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) and the Cluster
Munition Coalition (CMC).
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