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DATE: o " e | # |
'~ September 30 " Sl Y ;
TO:
ASEAN Secretariat
H.E. Dr. Kao Kim Hourn, Secretary-General
Heads of State, Fnrmgn Ministers :
. & Coordinating CouncII Representatives of - |

Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Laos, Indonesia,
_ Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietham

DEAR:ASEAN LE_ADERS,

We, the undersxgned 237 organlsatlons wrlte this: o,pen
letter to call on you to support the democratic will of the
qpeople of Myanmar at the upcoming ASEAN Summit and

related events to be held from October 6 to 1in Vlentlane
Lcos




~ We call on the ASEAN Coordinating Council to: # |

DEFEND .
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1. review the representation of Myanmar at ASEAN  eevecracy
meetings in consideration of the information provided
below about muhtc:ryjuntc: attendonce at recent
meetings. -

We call on the ASEAN Coordmctmg Councn and -
all ASEAN Ieaders to: -

N

1. exclude all Myanmar military Juntc representatives
~ from the upcoming ASEAN Summit and related meet-
ings from all other ASEAN meetings and events;

2. invite members of the National Unity Government CIS
representatives of the people of Myanmar to the
ASEAN Summit and related meetings, and all upcom— .
ing ASEAN meetmgs and events. :

ﬂﬁﬁ#;




We would like to draw your attention to the fact ,,'E,,END ;

that Myanmar military junta representatives have ~ bewoeeacy
- attended more than 500 ASEAN meetings at various levels
since October 2021. Among these, senior junta representativées
 have attended more than 20 ministerial-level ASEAN meetings
. on defence, economics, transport, tourism, digital connectivi-
ty. energy, agriculture, forestry, environment, disaster manage-
ment, drugs and transnational crime, as well as many other
- high-level ASEAN meetlngs

_ Many of the__se senlor junta representatives have played
key roles in the junta’s attempted coup and ongoing campaign
~of terror and have consequently been sanctioned by ASEAN Di-
. alogue Partners. In the annex to this letter, you will find @ sum-
~ mary of senior junta members and the recent ASEAN meetlngs ;
they attended. -

| ASEAN's decision in October 2021 to act:ept only
“non- polltlcal" representatwes of Myanmar at Summit and
Forelgn Mlmsters Meetings has been completely meffec- .
twe ey



The decision to exclude Min Aung Hlaingand DIEFEND .

MYANMAR

his ‘foreign minister' from ASEAN Summit and ' DEMOCRACY

* Foreign Ministers' Meetings has no impact when senior junta

members in key military and political roles are permitted to
attend other high-level ASEAN meetings. In 2022, ASEAN lead-
- ers "tasked the ASEAN Coordinating Council to further review
Myanmar's representatlon at ASEAN meetlngs if the situation

- sorequires”. We are calling on you to conduct an urgent rewew L
- of ASEAN's decision on the representation of Myanmar, with

the intention' to remove all military junta representatives, in-
~ cluding the sorcalled ‘non-political' representatives, and
ensure democrctlc representotion of the people of Myanmar.

'_ Further, 'non- polltlcol representatwes who are to be invit-
ed to the Summit and Foreign Ministers' Meeting on behalf of
the military junta, do not exist. Since the junta began its at-
tempted coup, hundreds of thousands of civil servants from
ministries and other entities of government in Myanmar who
- oppose the military junta have been participating in the nation-
wide Civil Disobedience Movement in which they refuse to work .
under the illegal and illegitimate military junta. Anyone attend-
ing an international meeting on behalf of a ministry that is cur-
rently occupied by the military junta is therefore a political rep-
_resentatwe appointed by, and acting on behalf of, of the junta



" When ASEAN enables senior junta members and their ,,'EFEND ,
MYANMAR

~ appointees to represent Myanmar this risks significant  Semocracy
* harms for the people of Myanmar, including: ' sl

e decnsuons belng mc:de |Ileg|t|mc:tely on behc:lf of Myonmqr
people S

® Iegltlmlsmg the Myc:nmc:r mllltc:ry Junto cmd c:ssnstmg thelr'_
-|Ilegc1l attempts to appear as a government

e assisting the mllltory junta to build relotlonshlps and gcun'
access to funds and resources; and .

) undermmmg the people of Myonmors efforts to bunld a
federal democrqcy and - .

e ultlmqtely cssnstlng the mllltcryjunto in its |Ilegc|I (cmd to -
g _,_dcnte unsuccessful) quest to take fuII control of the coun—

- ContinUing support for the Myanmar military junta also
_ inflames existing tensions within Myanmar and dramctacelty
undermmes ASEAN S credlblllty for dtplomacy and medlotlon ;



The Myann’rcr military junta is not, by any definition, D'EFEND ;

~agovernment and therefore has no legitimacy to ~~ cevocracy
- represent the people of Myanmar in any ASEAN meetings or
activities, regardless of the level of the meeting or the junta
representative. A democratic general election was held.in

- Myanmar on November 8, 2020. In a landslide victory, the
voters elected a government led by the incumbent National
League for Democrecy party. Independent national and inter- |

- national election observers unanimously concluded that the

election was free and fair, and the result represented the will
 of the peopie of Myanmcr - -

_ Foilowmg the Junto s coup.dttempt on February 1, 2021 in
~ which the military began occupying multiple institutions of gov-

- ernment and imprisoned many elected members of the govern-
ment, the remaining elected members of the government and

. parliament (the ‘Pyidaungsu Hluttaw' in Burmese) formed the

Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH) and

~ then the National Unity Government (NUG) based on the man-
date gained from the 2020 election results. Thus, this is the |
only legrtlmate government to represent the people of
Myanmar



ASEAN's decision on the'repres'entation of ' ' .!FEND |

- Myanmar was adopted in response to the military DEMOCRACY
* junta's failure to implement ASEAN's Five-Point Consensus
which called for a cessation of violence and dialogue towards
a peaceful resolution to the CI"IS!S that has resulted from the
- junta’s cttempted coup

We expect that you would also be aware that since then S
- the military junta has made no effort or progress on returnmg
to the path towards peace and democracy On the contrary,
~ during the past three and a half years the military has killed
over 5,600 people - of whom more than 600 were children - ar-
rested over 27,300 and detained over 20,800. The military has
- committed massacres, indiscriminate airstrikes, artillery shell-
~ing, sexual and gender-| -based vnolence mass torture cmd mass
arson. -

During the past year, the mllltary Junto has dramatlcolly in-
~ creased the frequency of its air strikes as well as the number of
;cw:hans killed and injured. If this continues, 2024 is set to
become the _deadllest year of the conflict so far for civilians.



Serious aCfion is urgently needed to ensure that ,,'EFEND ,

the people of Myanmar are represented by their - DEMOCRACY
- democratically elected government. These actions would be in
line with the United Nations’ decision to avoid allowing military
~ junta.members to represent Myanmer in the General Assem-
. bly. This request also echoes the concerns raised. by the
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Myanmar who recommends that ASEAN must not
allow Myanmar military junta personnel to participate in cny
ASEAN meetings. He also calls on ASEAN Member States to
 "not attend if the mvitqtions to the junta military personnel are
not rescinded.” Further, the Special Rapporteur urges that
"Member States -who.support_fhuman rights, democracy, and
~ the aspirations of the people of Myanmar: publicly reject the
- SAC's false claim as a legitimate government and instead rec-
ognise the NUG as the Ieglttmate representatlve of the peeple

. of Myenmor

- The appropriate democratlcolly elected representctwes of the

;people of Myanmor in all international fora, including all ASEAN
v _'meetlngs are the NUG. We encourage you to formulate a reia- :

L thl‘lShIp W|th them, if you have not done so already.



“When engoglng with Myonmor we call on foreign gov-
~ ernments and international orgomsotlons to recognise the
* NUG as the legitimate government of Myanmar, the National

Unity Consultative Council (NUCC) as the highest consultative
body and the state/federal units ond ethnic resistance orgoni—
. sations (EROs) as key stokeholders -

e We owolt your response wnth much ontﬁcnpot:oh Mean- i
- Wwhile, we will continue to monitor whether your actions supﬁort _.

. the people of Myonmor or the brutol ond llleglttmote military

: junta. - - .

- Smcerely .
- Defend Myanmar Democracy e -
~ Blood Money Compoign | e

v i1 { o
3 - 3 % ALY i
; : b . . 4
F X x : : - )
" 2 - s
& : 3 ; : L
® )

DEFEND
.- MYANMAR
DEMDER.ACY

g A e :
DO\
i\

=
P.* ‘\_ “




it This Eettef is endorsed by 237 civil SOCiety organizations. 65

organizations have chosen not to disclose the names due to . -
security concerns. i« -

_ All Aung Myay Thar San Schools Strike Force

List of orgohisoti@ns:

5/ of Zaya State Strike
A-Yar-Tow People Strike

. ACTION COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRACY DEVELOPMENT ACDD-

390‘)@6‘10(919 GZ} O’JO‘JGGI CP(JGP GQD’)CQODQGOD’)@CD

Action Commlttee of Basic Education Students (ACBES)

Ah Nah Podcast - - conversations with Myanmar

All Arakan Youth Organizations Network AAYON -

All Burma Fede-rchon of Student Unions (Monywa Dfstnct)
Alliahce Codlition Strike Mya Taung Strike

Alliance of Students' Umon chgon (ASU- Ycrngon) -
ALTSEAN-Burma S - "

Anti- -coup Forces Coordmatlon Commlttee (ACFCC - Mondaluy)
Anti-Junta Alliance Yongon AJAY

_ Arakan €SO Network

Arakan Rohingya Development Association - Australla o

Arakan Rohmgyo Union (ARU) .

-Assocncatmn Suisse-Birmanie _
. Austrclllc:n Burmese Rohmgycl Organlzotlon (ABRO) __
| Ayeyanwoddy West Development Orgcrmsotlon AWDO (Nagphe) :
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. Ayeyarwaddy West Development Organisation. AWDO (Magway)

Basic Education General Strike Committee (BEGSC)
Basic Education Worker Unions - Steerr’ng Comnmttee
(BEWU-SC) Representative

Blood Brotherhood

Blood Money Campaign

Burma Action Ireland _ ;

Burma Human Rights Network -~

Burmese Rohmgyo Association in Jopon (BRAJ)
Burmese Rohingya Association North America (BRANA)
Burmese Féohingyo Comrﬁunity in Denmark (BRCD)
Burmese Rohingya Community of Georgid (BRCG)
Burmese Rohmgyo Orgomsotlon UK {BROUK)

CDM Medical Network (CDMMN)

- Chaung Oo Township Youth Strike Commrttee

Chindwin (West) Vﬂloges Women Strike e
Civil InfOrmohon Network (CIN) : .
Coalition Strlke Commlttee Dawei ;
Commlttee of Umversrty Teacher Associations ( RC of UTAS)
CRPH & NUG Supporters Ireiond ' :

CRPH Fundrng Ireiond

CRPH Support Team Germony-DeutschIond

b

- Daung Sitthe Strike _
: Dawei ( Ashaetaw) Women Strike

Dawei Youths Revolutionary Movement Stnke Cmﬂmlttee :

‘Defend Myanmar Democracy.
~ Depayin Township Revolutron Steermg Committee
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. Kalay Township Strike Force
Kalay Women Strike - -

Kamayut Scout Channel . - « = : o _.'_':- #
KantBethl Strike Corminittee (e q@ige = 3§ G __

. .Depayin Women Strike

Doh Atu - Ensemble pour le Mycmmc:r |
Educational Initiatives Prague .
Ethnic Youth General Strike Committee (Mcndolcy)

[European Rohingya Council (ERC)

Former Political Prisoners and New Generatlon Group - Monywo CNlI Somety_
Free Rohingya Coglition (FRC) - :
Gangaw Women Stnke =

General Strike. Collaborc:tlon Commlttee (GSCC) .
General Strike Committee of Basic and Higher Educctlon (GSCBHE)
General Strike Coordlnotlon Body (GSCB) ,

Global Myanmar Spring Revolution - GMSR

HTY Scout Channel | ; ) |

India for Myanmar e SR

Industries Strike -

Info Birmanie = : e
InfOrmc:tlon & Scout News ( chung) |
international Assocmtuon Myanmar-Smtzerlond (IAMS)
Justice For Myanmar Wt ;
Justice Movement for Commumty-lnnlay &

Kachin Peoce I\Ietwork

Kachin Student Union,

* DEFEND |
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. Kyae Lak Myay - cogrcoodefo

Kyain Seikgyi Spring Revolution Leading Committee
Kyauktada Strike Committee (KSC)
Latpadaung Region Strike Committea

Legal Aid For Human Rughts \

LGBT Alliance

LGBT Alliance Myanmar (Kalay Reglon)

LGBT Alhonce Myanmar (Kyaukse Reglon) ,

LGBT Union — Mandalay Monywa LGBT Strike LGBT Community Yungon
Magway People’s Revolution Committee

Magway Region Human Fe:ghts Network (MHRN)

Mandalar University Students’ Strike Chcnmyotham Townsmp
Mandalay ME—Z‘dICG| Family (MFM)

Mandalay Strike Force (MSF)

~Mandalay Students' Strike

. Minbu Farmers Group o
__Mon’ywc People's Strike Steering Committee

Mandalay Women Strike : e
Mandalay-based Peoples Strike :
Mandoluy-Based University Students’ Unions (MDY SUs)
Mata 06036 ' : L o
Mcyangone News

MayMyo Strike Force

Min Hla Farmers Group

o

Monywc: Women Strike :
Monywa-Amyint Road Strike Leadmg Commﬂtee’

~ Monywa-Amyint Road Women Strike
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Mutti-Religions Strike

Mya Yar Knowledge Tree
Myanmar Action Group Denmark
Myanmar Ethnic Rohingya Human R|ghts Orgonlzotlon

in Malaysic (MERHROM)

Myanmar Global Support Foundation - MGSF

Myanmar Institute of Information Technology Studente Strlke
Myanmar Labor Alliance (MLA)

Myanmar Tourlsm Committee

Myaung Youth Network

Myingyan Civilian Movement Committee

National League for Democracy (Monywa Townsh|p)

Network of University Student Unions - Monywa

New Myanmar Foundation

- New Power Generation ’ :
No.12 Basic Education Branch H|gh School (Mahoroungmycy)

NOK Informotlon & Soout Echo

North Dogon & East Dogon News

NRFF - New Rehmonnyc Federated Force
Orgomzotlons Coordination Committee (Monywo)
Pale Township Peoples Stnke.Steermg Committee
People Defense and Supporting Force :

. People's'Strike Maharaungmyay Township
People’s Strike Mandalay Youth Stnke

ProgeSSwe Voice

: Pwmtpﬁyu Development Orgomsotlon
~ Pyi Gyi Tagon Strike Force -

e
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Rohingya Action Ireland

Rohingya Association of Canada
Rohingya Community Japan (RCJ)
Rohingya Community Norway (RCN) *

Rohingya Human Rights Initiatve (ROHRINgya)

Rohingya Women Development Network - RWDN
Rohingya-Gemeinschaft Deutschland '

RW Welfcjre Somety (RWWS)

Somgha Sammaga-Mandalay Mondaloy

Seinpann Stnke
Shwe Pan Kone People s Strike Steering Commlttee
Sisters to Sisters S :

Sitt Nyein'Pann Foundgtiqn
Sourthen Monitor

. South Dagon Scouting Infos (SDG) :
Students' Union Co-operative Unwersdy e

Swedlsh Rohmgyo ASSOCIGtIOﬁ (SRA)
Tamwe Nway Oo Channel
Taze Strike Commitee

Taze WomenStrike |
Thaketa & Dawbon Scout Channel
Thakhin Kodaw Mhine Peace Network (Monywc:)

~

- Thayat Chaung Women Strike A
The 88 Generation Peace and Open Socuety (Monywa). :

Thint Myat Lo Thu Myar

Twitter' Team for Revolution (TTFR)
~ University Mandalay Students Str:ke

o
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71
172

. University Students' Unions Alumnu Forc:e

Volunteers in Myanmar
Wetlet Revolution Leading Comm|ttee
Wetlet Twonship Women Strike

White Coat Somety Yangon (WCSY)

Women Alliance Burma (WAB)

Women Lead Resgurce Center

Yc:doncbon Unwerz-;lty Students' Umon (YQNBUSU}
Yongon Women Strike

Yasakyo Township People s Strike Steering Commrttee
Yinmarpin and Salingyi Al Villoges Strike Committee '
Youth Empowerment  * :

Youth Scout For Bemocracy (YSD)

3c[@m$a0d (LIOH )

05@|[c0050339@03$q05
B 1 e e 3 i i
QJeo0d-Generations . . PRy

@q:memococs;}o@ 3::9 BMA
c.ac

,ra?ooc,@a c:oaamo:)@p

0GC20000G0IEGPs

G:o@cg&@éqﬁo%:

e

° DEFEND
MYANMAR

DEMOCRACY

-



