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S10P

HATE SPEEGH

The Myanmar military and its supporters have been spreading religious hate
speeches targeting ethnic minorities and religious minorities to create division
and disunion among the revolutionary forces. The junta is disseminating its
ideology by means of hate speech. Moreover, the 2021 coup accelerates
persecution, marginalization and violence against persecuted communities. The
junta is using hate speech as a tool to create fear and disunion among the
communities. The military is trying to keep their power longer and to continue
their persecution by creating hate speeches that target ethnic and religious
groups.

The junta and its supporters are circulating hate speeches in various ways, via
both online and printed media, to deviate public attention from revolution.

The objective of the BHRN monthly report is to monitor and analysis hate

speeches circulated by the military and its supporters. BHRN documented a total
of 108 hate speech cases in January 2024.
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Research Methodology

As hate speech is a term that comes from emotion, there is a wide spectrum in
defining it, not a specific one. BHRN, therefore, standardizes the definition of
hate speech for this report as follows. Hate speech in this report means
aggressiveness and hatred against protected characteristics of a person or a
group, blaming, discriminative expression, writing, gesture, or art expression of
excoriation, or dehumanization.

It means attacking someone’s faith, language, gender, sexual orientation, origin,
ethnicity, skin colour, race, belief, citizenship and physical appearance. The
monitored hate speeches were categorized as (1) Criminalizing Hate Speech, (2)
Abusive Hate Speech, (3) Dehumanizing Hate Speech, (4) Violence Inciting Hate
Speech, (5) Threatening Hate Speech, and (6) Hate Speech that supports
prejudicial actions inspired by hate speech.

BHRN has daily documented hate speech terms and usages found in the contents
-based on the current political crisis - disseminated by the military.

This report was written after monitoring both online and printed media which
were used by Junta and its supporters to spread their hate speeches. Especially,
BHRN has monitored 9 Facebook groups, 14 Facebook Accounts, 18 Tiktok
Accounts, 27 Telegram Channels and 4 Printed Media during January 2024.

Junta’s Propagative Methodology

The Myanmar junta is using hate speech to boost its propagative mechanism. The
propagative mechanism includes repeating something again and again,
dominating mentality, deception and manipulating data. By using those
techniques, the Myanmar junta is creating narratives that promote their image
as “the protector of the nation and the religion”.

The junta is using hate speech to stimulate serious emotions such as
aggressiveness, fear and indignation. The junta is using those emotions to create
hatred against its targeted area and organizations by means of fabricated cases
and distortive information. This can lead to giving up and disunion among
revolutionists.

This disunion will lead to a situation that which the people focus on raising

questions and blaming each other among the community rather than focusing on
fighting against persecuted policies of the military.
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Context of misinformation as hate speech

In this report, BHRN has analysed hate speech in the context of the ongoing
political tensions in Myanmar. Sometimes, when measured by international
standards, what might look like misinformation takes on a different significance
in the aftermath of the 2021 coup. This is because misinformation, particularly
when aimed at individuals, groups with opposing political beliefs, or minority
religious communities, can have severe consequences, even leading to loss of life
and the intensification of religious and community conflicts.

Hate speech in Myanmar's current political climate is more than just false
information; it can be a catalyst for very real and harmful outcomes, especially
in the post-coup environment. Understanding this complex relationship between
hate speech, misinformation, and their tangible impacts is crucial for grasping
the region’'s broader social, political, and intergroup dynamics.

A total of 108 hate speech cases were found during BHRN’s monitoring process
this month. When Facebook accounts were disabled, some created new accounts
and some moved to Telegram channels. The military mainly used Telegram
channels to spread hate speeches and the hate speeches were done through the
cartoons more in this month.

Hate speech targets and expressions

In this month’s monitoring, the group targeted by hate speech the most was PDF
and the second was AA and the third was NUG. Moreover, hate speeches
targeting Rohingyas and ethnic groups were monitored as well.

In addition, the most used terms of hate speeches for this month are "dog,
kelwar (a word used to call a dog in Rakhine State), terrorist, Ben people
(referring to Bengali/Rohingya), illegal Bengali, Bengali with high reproductive
rate, Kalar (a derogatory term referring to Muslim), extremist Christian.”

Hate Speeches targeted to Muslim Community and Rohingya Community

Yan Naing Magway Facebook account posted that there are only 135 ethnic
groups in Myanmar, but now there are national traitors from abroad and local
who are trying to mix the blood of Myanmar people with the blood of other races
such as “Ben people” (referring to Rohingya). It is also found that a group of
people is trying to mix Burmese culture, customs, traditions, literary and
language which are based on Buddhism, with the culture of other races. That
post used Criminalizing Hate Speech stating that recognizing the name
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"Rohingya” is an act of destroying Burmese culture and Buddhism. In addition, he
also promoted Burmese supremacy ideology by saying that if culture and customs
in Myanmar are not based on Buddhism, they are not called as Burmese culture.
Original link

A pro-military Telegram Channel named as “Mhinewai” posted on January 24,
2024, at 8:00 a.m, the military arrested 59 Rohingya men and 58 Rohingya
women in Setse Village, Thanbyuzayat Township of Mon State, mentioning them

as "illegal Bengalis." That post used Criminalizing Hate Speech describing
Rohingya as illegal Bengalis.
Original Link
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Hate Speeches targeting to Ethnic Armed Organizations

1) Hate speech related to offensive operation by the northern groups to
the Myanmar military

Kyiarpala Facebook account posted that “After Myanmar National Democratic
Alliance Army (MNDAA) took over Laukkai, MNDAA has been destroying Buddhist
pagodas there, so if they don't stop their actions, we will destroy the Chinese
temples in the country as a revenge. Unless Beijing take action to prevent these
issues, we, the patriots, will destroy the Chinese temples here. In the north, the
revolutionary forces are attacking the military for ethnic and religious reasons as
they want to attack and destroy the Buddhism”. That post used Criminalizing
Hate Speech and Violence Inciting Hate Speech.

Original Link
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Original Link

A Telegram Channel named as “Kyaw Swar” posted Al images demonstrating that
Myanmar military aircrafts are on the way to bomb and crush the northern
groups and Kokang groups as Myanmar military is facing losses against the
northern armed groups in the northern regions. That post used Dehumanizing
Hate Speech against the northern groups and Kokang groups by comparing them
to monkeys and dogs.

Original Link

A Telegram Channel named as “Kyaw Swar” posted that after Myanmar National
Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) took over the entire Kokang region including
Laukkai city, the extremist nationalist supporting the military will hold protests
and drive them (MNDAA) out from the land of Myanmar. He encouraged to attack
the Kokang region by aircrafts. That post used Dehumanizing Hate Speech against
the Kokang groups by comparing them to the dogs. Original Link

2) Hate speech comparing AA to Kelwar (referring to a dog or a wild dog)
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= ~ | accusing AA General Tun Myat Naing
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‘ ) 2 would not be able to occupy the
. Iiﬂ Kyauktaw-based junta hilltop camp
~ and also, 'Kelwar' AA dead bodies
were piled up at the base of the
. camp and could not even be

| collected. 'Kelwar' is a term used to

refer to dogs in Rakhine State. That
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Eﬁf’;:,‘g“‘”’* e Speech against AA members by
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39

@ 1 comment >

Bohtee Ttn Facebook account posted that “There is no problem as the Kokang

Original Link

areas that the army lost in 1027 Operation are landlock regions. But the Rakhine
region in which AA is attacking is not landlock but connected to sea. That’s why
we cannot give AA rebels the area with sea-coast due to the security of
Myanmar”. So, he encouraged the navy to launch an attack to AA. The post
added “The Rakhine people have been fleeing to the lower part of Myanmar as
they are afraid of dog AA". That post used Dehumanizing Hate Speech against AA
members by comparing them to the AA Battery and the dog.

Original Link

Fight Say Facebook account posted that “People feel disappointed as AA leaders
are denying the report that AA members are selling drugs. The villagers are
afraid that AA will attack them, so they have to keep their mouths shut”. That
post used Dehumanizing Hate Speech against AA by comparing them to the dogs.
Original Link

Hate speech targeted to women

Telegram Channel named as “Banyunt” restated Mizzima News Agency report
that in the Spring Revolution, there were female revolutionists who were victims
of sexual violence. Military propagandists said that women participating in the
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revolution became sex slaves of 21st century and became prostitutes through the
protest. That post used Abusive Hate Speech against women.

Original Link

A Telegram Channel named as
“Sitthway” posted that “In Hermit
Mountain, 3 boats carrying AA
military women were attacked by
the aircraft of military and many
were Kkilled. The sex slaves, AA
women, who were sexually abused
by AA men after using drugs were
now bait”. That post used Abusive
Hate Speech against women by
using sex slaves.

Original Link

Hate Speech in Cartoons
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A Telegram Channel named as
“Sitthway” posted a cartoon of a thief
feeding bones to the dogs and the dogs
are labelled as PDF and CDM. Only
after NUG deducted their food and
living expenses, they share the
collected money to the PDFs and
CDMs. That hate speech cartoon used
Abusive Hate Speech against NUG by
comparing them to a thief. It also used
Dehumanizing Hate Speech against
PDFs and CDMs by comparing them to
the dogs.

Original Link

A Telegram Channel named as “Mahuya Mwayhauk” posted a cartoon in which
Three Brotherhood Alliance from the northern part of Myanmar were represented
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as three monkeys and Bamar People's Liberation Army (BPLA) as a cow ridden by
a monkey. In that cartoon, a monkey was destroying a pagoda. Even though BPLA
and PDF are being tied and controlled by the will of The Three Northern
Brotherhood Alliance and Buddhism is being destroyed, PDFs think that they are
winning. That hate speech cartoon used Dehumanizing Hate Speech against BPLA
by comparing them to a cow. It also used Criminalizing Hate Speech by
portraying them as a destroyer of Buddhism.

Original Link

(A) Hate Speeches targeted to Rohingya Community

The article named as “Indonesia is trying to blame Myanmar for Rohingya case in
their Archi area” by Zarni Bwar was published by Mirror Newspaper on 9th
January. The article said that “The name Rohingya is just an invented name after
Burma's independence to establish their own ethnicity. After independence,
Bengalis created this new name ‘Rohingya’ to possess their own territory,
merging with East Pakistan or establishing a separate country. After
independence, Bengalis fled from the other country and sneaked into Rakhine
State due to the war and natural disasters. They rebelled and started the
Mujahid movement to annex Buthidaung and Maungdaw regions into East
Pakistan. After the attack of terrorist ARSA in 2016, international media
exaggerated that Rohingyas had to flee as the military committed genocide and
tortured them. It was actually dramatization”. The article used Criminalizing
Hate Speech Against the Rohingya Community by describing them as an illegal
immigrant, terrorists, and the ones who destroy the country.

Source Link

The article named as “A True Journalist Who Will Tell the True History” by
Myatthu (University) was printed by Bullet News Journal. The article said that
“The British colonists intentionally brought Muslim Bengalis into Myanmar from
the Southeast of India, East Pakistan, a region that would later become
Bangladesh.
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Source Link

(B) Hate Speeches targeting to Ethnic Armed Organizations, describing as they
are attacking Buddhism

The article named as “People Including Monks strongly Condemn Vandalism of
Insurgents of Terrorists on Pagodas and Religious Buildings” was printed by Mirror
Newspaper on 13th January. The article said that “In some regions and states,
the ethnic armed forces that are attacking the military are intentionally
targeting to attack Buddhism. They took a position in sacred pagodas to Myanmar
Buddhist people and other religious buildings as military bases, built military
camps there, attack the pagodas with drop bombs. On April 21, 2023, terrorists
PDF took a position in the monastery of Pazigyi Village, Kanbalu Township,
Sagaing Region and dug trenches for military purposes and built defence camps.
In addition, on June 15, a monk was injured when KKO (splinter group) and PDF
terrorists fired heavy weapons targeting Zawtiyarma monastery in Kawkareik
township. On July 2 2023, KNLA and PDF terrorists took a position at pagodas and
religious buildings in Ukrita area and built trenches there for military purposes.

On December 4, 2023, MNDAA terrorists launched drone attack on the Standing
Buddha Statue and Migata Maha Zedi in Muse, northern Shan State. On December
13, 2023, TNLA insurgents of terrorists fired heavy weapons at Zeya Thukha
monastery in Pauk Titema ward of Nankham. On January 8 2024, combined
insurgents of terrorists including MNDAA destroyed a pagoda, which is sacred to
locals and Buddhist people, located on hill point-2202 (Sin Oo Gin hill) to the
north of Si Awl village in Laukkai Township, northern Shan State. This article used
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5. The figure illustrating types of hate speech
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6. The figure illustrating the number of hate speech targets
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7. Keywords used by hate speech writers
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8. Conclusion
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In this month, it was found that the military used religious and Burmese
supremacy ideology to do their propaganda. They are highlighting that using the
name Rohingya is the destruction of Burmese culture and a culture based on only
Buddhism is called Burmese culture. In addition, the military has been
encouraged to launch airstrikes on the areas that they lost, until the ethnic
groups of those regions disappear from the map of Myanmar forever.
Furthermore, writings describe female revolutionists from various armed groups
participating in the revolution as prostitutes. Most of the propaganda of this
month portrays ethnic armed groups involved in the revolution as intentional
attackers of Buddhism.

Original Link Translation

Link 1

The caption is "Those who drag down the freedom”

As the vast majority of the citizens of Myanmar are Buddhists, the national
religion of Myanmar is Buddhism. Besides, all people in Myanmar are granted
freedom of religion or belief. However, we can see the emergence of the group
who want to subsume Buddhism, the main religion of Myanmar, under the
interfaith organization. Similarly, there are only 135 ethnic groups in Myanmar,
but now there are national traitors from abroad and locals who are trying to mix
the blood of Myanmar people with the blood of other races such as “Ben people”
(referring to Rohingya). It is also found that a group of people is trying to mix
Burmese culture, customs, traditions, literature and languages which are based
on Buddhism with the culture of other races. Freedom does not mean only
political freedom. Citizens need to have the right to act freely in various sectors
such as religion, economy, social and so on. If we have to follow the will of other
superpower countries in various sectors such as politics, military, economy,
religion and social, that freedom cannot be defined as true freedom.

The caption is "117 illegal immigrants Bengali (referring to Rohingya) arrested in
Thanbyuzayat Township”

On January 24, 2024, at 8:00 a.m., the military arrested 59 illegally smuggled
Bengali men and 58 Bengali women in Setse Village, Thanbyuzayat Township in
Eastern Mon State. They have been detained and an investigation is being held.

Link 3
The caption is "Women of Rakhine are open for people with a beard (Rohingya),”
A wedding photo of a Muslim man is attached.

General Tun Myat Naing himself is collaborating with Bengali who have with high
reproductive rate (refer to Rohingya) to get more new people for his army. It is
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really saddening.

Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) has been destroying
Buddhist pagodas in Laukkai. If they don't stop their action, we will destroy the
Chinese temples in the country as an act of revenge. Unless Beijing takes action
to prevent these issues, we, the patriots, will not stand aside and watch.

Link 6
The caption is "l will compile a list of Chinese temples in Myanmar, so give me
your list of nearby temples”

Announcement for Chinese Kokang groups. There are two options for you. Will
you prevent the action of the Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA) from destroying Buddhist pagodas in Laukkai through protests? Shall we
destroy your Kokang Chinese temples in the country as an act of revenge?

Link 7
Al images demonstrate that Myanmar military aircraft are on the way to bomb
and crush the northern groups and dog Kokang groups.

Link 8
Wait and Watchdog Kokang groups. We will kick you out of the land of Myanmar.
Attack them with aircraft.

Link 9

The news "AA occupied the Kyauktaw-based junta hilltop camp” is fake news.
The followers of AA General Tun Myat Naing, a king of drugs, might just wake up
from drug abuse. Are you (AA) dreaming about occupying a junta camp? You guys
cannot even shout Happy New Year because dog AA's dead bodies were piled up
at the base of the camp. The bodies are not yet collected so first go there and
help.

Link 10

There was no problem as the Kokang areas that the army lost in the 1027
operation are landlocked regions. But the Rakhine region in which AA is attacking
is not landlocked but connected to the sea. That’s why we cannot give AA rebels
the area with the sea coast due to the security of Myanmar. The Myanmar navy
has not joined the current civil war yet. Aiming for foreign incursions, the
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military has upgraded and given priority to its Navy. The result will come very
soon. Bangladeshi politician Hasina said in her eyes, Tun Myat Naing (AA General)
is my son's age. The Rakhine people have been fleeing to the lower part of
Myanmar as they are afraid of dog AA. Now all the air tickets were sold out and
fully booked for the next two months.

Link 11

AA leaders deny the report that AA members are selling drugs. The villagers are
afraid that AA will attack them, so they have to keep their mouths shut. The
villagers who witnessed their action of selling drugs are saying that dog AA is
such a disappointing group.

Link 12
Women participating in the revolution became sex slaves of 21st century whom
only PDFs know and those women became prostitutes through the protest.

Link 13

In Hermit Mountain, 3 boats carrying AA military women were attacked by the
aircraft of military and 20 were killed. The sex slaves, AA women, who were
sexually abused by AA men after using drugs were now bait. Those women had
paid for the sins of making the peaceful Rakhine state war-torn, forcing the
people to flee their homes and making the people internally displaced persons
(IDPs) and starve. The wars in Rakhine are killing dumped AA but for Tun Myat
Naing (AA general), wars are business to keep his wife and family rich and happy
abroad.

Link 14

A cartoon of a thief feeding bones to the dogs and the dogs are labeled as PDF
and CDM. The caption of the cartoon is "Eat... eat..., only after NUG deducted
their food and living expenses, they share the money with you (PDFs and CDMs).
In fact, PDFs and CDMs are the dogs that can eat only after warrants from what
terrorist NUG has finished eating. That’s why, PDFs and CDMs have to bite only
the rest of the bones.

Link 15
In the cartoon, a monkey is destroying a pagoda. Even though BPLA and PDF are
being tied and controlled by the will of the Three Northern Brotherhood Alliance
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and Buddhism is being destroyed, PDFs think that they are winning. Yes, they do
not have any idea as they are just cows.

Link 16
The article states as “Indonesia is trying to blame Myanmar for Rohingya case in
their Archi area.”

In November and December 2023, many boats with Bengali refugees (referring to
Rohingya) arrived in different places along the coast of Aceh in northern
Indonesia. As hundreds of Bengalis began to arrive in boats on Aceh’s shores, the
province’s villagers grew testy, first rejecting a vessel and then demanding the
refugees be sent back.

A huge crowd of students stormed a temporary shelter for Bengali in Indonesia’s
Aceh province on 27th December demanding them be deported. The protesters
then evicted the 137 Bengali refugees from their basement shelter in Aceh,
forced them onto two trucks, and transported them to another location.
Indonesian President Joko Widodo said that the growing number of Bengali
arriving in his country is probably due to human trafficking.

Relating to this case, a representative of the Indonesian parliament blamed
Myanmar with baseless accusations. Such false accusations are common in
Myanmar. Whenever boat people of Bengali are seen floating on the sea, INGO,
international media and the ones that hate Myanmar create a drama saying that
Bengali (Rohingya) had to flee because of torture by the Myanmar government
and military. Bengalis themselves are also portrayed as Rohingya refugees who
were forcibly expelled from Myanmar. UN organizations and Western countries
also portray Bengali as Rohingya ethnic.

The name Rohingya is just an invented name after Burma's independence to
establish their own ethnicity. After independence, Bengalis created this new
name Rohingya to possess their own territory, merging with East Pakistan, and
establishing a separate country. After independence, Bengalis fled from the
other country and sneaked into Rakhine State due to the war and natural
disasters. They rebelled and started the Mujahid movement in order to annex
the Buthidaung and Maungdaw regions into East Pakistan. After the attack of
terrorist ARSA in 2016, international media exaggerated that Rohingyas had to
flee as the military committed genocide and torture. They made it an
international crime and dragged it up to the ICJ. It was actually dramatization.

This Bengali problem has been a heavy burden for our country for a long time. As
for Indonesia, Myanmar and Indonesia had a good friendly relationship. Myanmar
has been a strong supporter of Indonesia’s struggle for independence. Besides,
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according to the principle of non-interference, Myanmar never interferes in the
internal affairs of Indonesia. The recent accusations of one of the
representatives of the Indonesian parliament had tainted the friendship between
the two countries. So, | would like to give him a message that you should not
treat a good friend (Myanmar) with an inferiority complex.

Link 17
The article is named as “A True Journalist Who Will Tell the True History”

On 4 January 1948, with a strong union spirit, Myanmar attained independence
from British rule and became an independent republic. When it became
independent, Myanmar which has a rich variety of natural resources, should
become prosperous.

Nonetheless, insurgencies, ethnic conflicts and civil wars have been ongoing in
Myanmar since then. Due to the instigation and support of foreign imperialists,
the rebels are still bombing, mining, destroying, shooting, firing, and killing the
people to this day. Is that all? So, | have to answer No.

The Bengali Mujahid rebels (Rohingya) from northern Rakhine and, Chinese
people who want to destroy the land of Myanmar at the will of the British
colonists, invaded into the country from abroad. KMT (Kuomintang), Chinese
troops, fled from China into Myanmar territory after their defeat by the Chinese
communists in the Chinese Civil War. The main reason for KMT was to use
Myanmar as a refuge to equip themselves to launch an invasion to retake
Mainland China.

They are armed with the help of American CIA - from weapons, military vehicles,
and artillery to military transport aircraft. They had everything they needed for
a war. Following their failed attempt to re-enter China, the KMT changed its
policy to invade and occupy the whole Shan State of Myanmar. They intended to
establish a small China country.

The British colonists intentionally brought Muslims Bengalis into Myanmar from
the Southeast of India, East Pakistan and a region that would later become
Bangladesh. As the British lost in World War Il and had to flee on foot from
Rakhine to India, they handed over the weapons to the illegal immigrants,
Bengali (Rohingya) to make ethnic conflicts happen. These Bengali Muslims then
killed 35,000 Rakhine ethnic people in World War IlI.

Later, the people of Myanmar condemned and held protests for Chinese troop's
invasions and support of America to the Chinese. That's when the Myanmar
government submitted a complaint to the United Nations to resolve the KMT
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troops' invasion problem. United Nations finally decided to withdraw the
invading troops from Myanmar.

Link 18
The article named as “People Including Monks Strongly Condemn Vandalism of
Insurgents of Terrorists on Pagodas and Religious Buildings”

In some divisions and states, the ethnic armed forces against the military are
intentionally making destructive acts to attack Buddhism. They took the position
in sacred pagodas to Myanmar Buddhist people and other religious buildings as
military bases, built military camps there, and willfully launched drone attacks
and mortar attacks on pagodas.

On April 21, 2023, terrorists PDF took position in the monastery of Pazigyi
Village, Kanbalu Township, Sagaing Region and dug trenches for military purposes
and built defense camps. In addition, on June 15, a monk was injured when KKO
(splinter group) and PDF terrorists fired heavy weapons targeting Zawtiyarma
monastery in Kawkareik township. On July 2 2023, KNLA and PDF terrorists took a
position at pagodas and religious buildings in Ukrita area and built trenches there
for military purposes. On September 26 2023, KNPP and PDF terrorists destroyed
the Catholic Church in Pan Tain Town in Kayah State by firing heavy weapons at
it.

On December 4, 2023, MNDAA and combined terrorists launched a drone attack
on the Standing Buddha Statue and Migata Maha Zedi in Muse, northern Shan
State. On December 13, 2023, TNLA insurgents of terrorists fired heavy weapons
at Zeya Thukha monastery in Pauk Titema ward of Nankham. On December 25
2023, AA insurgents of terrorists shelled Mrauk-U ancient cultural museum,
destroying sheets of inscription. On January 8 2024, combined insurgents of
terrorists including MNDAA destroyed a pagoda, which is sacred to locals and
Buddhist people, located on hill point-2202 (Sin Oo Gin hill) to the north of Si Awl
village in Laukkai Township, northern Shan State.

Since insurgents of terrorists are destroying pagodas and religious buildings,
Buddhist people including monks cannot tolerate such acts of vandalism and
condemn those acts at rallies in regions and states.
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freedom in Burma. BHRN has played a crucial role in advocating for human

rights and religious freedom with politicians and world leaders.

Media Enquiries

Please contact:

Kyaw Win,

Executive Director

Burma Human Rights Network (BHRN)
E: kyawwin@bhrn.org.uk

T. +44(0) 740 345 2378

Learn More

[Burma Human Rights Network] | [Phone] | [E-mail] | [Website]

Connect with us

Burma Human Rights Network (BHRN) | Walthamstow , London, LONDON E17 United Kingdom
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