Flash Update #3

As of 9 November 2023

Myanmar: Escalation of clashes in northern
Shan and the Northwest
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Intense fighting, including artillery shelling and
airstrikes, has continued in several townships in
northern Shan since the attack by an alliance of Ethnic
Armed Organizations (EAOs) and others against
military and police bases on 26 October 2023, causing
additional civilian casualties and displacement.

As of 9 November, almost 50,000 people in northern
Shan were forced into displacement in religious
compounds with relatives. Many have also moved
towards the border with China and others are still trying
to cross.

Key routes into Lashio township remain blocked both
by the Myanmar Armed Forces (MAF) and by EAOs,
and all travel routes to northern Shan remain restricted.
Phone and internet services have been disrupted
outside Lashio township and the main airport in Lashio
remains closed hindering people’s movement,
humanitarian access and communications with people
in need.

Fighting has also escalated in the Northwest in early
November. About 40,000 people have been
subsequently displaced due to active fighting in the
Northwest.

In northern Shan, faith-based organizations,
community-based organizations (CBOs) and civil
society organizations (CSOs), in collaboration with
humanitarian partners, continue to provide basic
essential humanitarian assistance.

US$1 million from the Myanmar Humanitarian Fund will be disbursed to support those responding to emerging
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needs in northern Shan. This support is, however, insufficient to meet the surge in needs.

A halt in clashes and unimpeded access by all parties are critical to ensuring the delivery of timely, life-saving

services to people in need.

Situation Overview

Intense fighting has continued between the MAF and various EAOs, as well as People's Defense Forces (PDFs) across
multiple townships in northern Shan since 26 October, leading to additional civilian casualties and surging displacement.
Fighting escalated following a series of attacks on MAF and police bases by a coalition of EAOs—namely the Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA), the Ta’ang National Liberation Army (TNLA), and the Arakan Army (AA
calling themselves the ‘Three Brotherhood Alliance.” Consequently, 17 civilians were reportedly killed and 39 were injured,
while at least 200 civilian houses were reportedly damaged in 6 townships. Two weeks on, nearly 50,000 people have
reportedly been displaced and are currently sheltering in 100 locations in religious compounds or with relatives across 10
townships in northern Shan. According to media reports, several hundred people reportedly crossed the border into China
because of ongoing fighting and many others are still trying to cross, but partners can not verify exact numbers.

The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to
Coordinate the global emergency response to save lives and protect people in humanitarian crises.
We advocate for effective and principled humanitarian action by all, for all.
www.unocha.org



Key roads to Lashio town have either been closed or blocked by the EAOs or the MAF causing shortages of essential items
and price hikes. Major transport routes have been cut off, including the strategic Lashio-Muse highway, leading to a
healthcare access crisis that is already reported to have resulted in several deaths. Phone and internet services have been
disrupted outside Lashio township and the main airport in Lashio remains closed hindering people’s movement,
humanitarian access and communications with people in need. On November 6, a bomb allegedly planted by an EAO
exploded at the privately owned CB Bank in Hseni. This incident severely disrupted the bank's operations, leading to all
commercial banks reducing operations to only three hours a day. Consequently, there is a significant reduction in the
availability of cash in the region. The mobile money application ‘KBZ PAY’ is currently offering limited services, and the only
other available mobile banking option, 'WeChat,' operates exclusively along the Myanmar-China border, not in the main
urban areas of Hseni. As a result, prices of basic commodities are on the rise. The increasing price of basic commodities
as a result of transport and cash flow challenges will further diminish the purchasing power of cash-based assistance
provided by humanitarian partners.

In addition, an escalation in fighting has also been reported since early November across multiple townships in the
Northwest. On 3 November, the joint forces of the Kachin Independence Army (KIA), the Arakan Army (AA), the All Burma
Students’ Democratic Front (ABSDF), as well as local PDFs had launched coordinated attacks against MAF bases and
security positions in Homalin, Kale, Kalewa, Kawlin, Kyunhla, Wuntho, and Tamu townships in Sagaing, as well as Gangaw
township in Magway. Intense fighting with airstrikes and artillery shelling occurred in Kawlin town in early November,
culminating in the joint forces reportedly seizing the town from the MAF on 6 November. According to local media,
approximately 50,000 people from Kawlin town initially fled their homes to safer locations due to the heavy fighting during
the first week of November. As of 9 November, 40,000 people remain displaced, while about 10,000 people have returned
home. Humanitarian partners are closely monitoring the security situation and trying to verify the exact number and locations
of the newly displaced people as well as their needs to provide appropriate assistance.

Humanitarian Needs and Response

Immediate humanitarian needs remain food, warm clothing, bedding, mosquito nets, medicine, health and hygiene supplies,
as well as basic relief items and psychosocial support. To date, humanitarian partners in northern Shan report that an
estimated 30 per cent of the people in need have received some assistance. Faith-based organizations, CBOs and CSOs
in collaboration with humanitarian partners, continue to provide lifesaving support, including cash, food, relief items, health
and hygiene supplies, education in emergency services for children, as well as protection support including child protection,
mine risk education and protection support for people with vulnerabilities.

Humanitarian partners report that additional responses are underway to try and provide cash for food to more than 34,000
out of the almost 50,000 IDPs in Lashio, Hseni, Nam Tit, Muse, Namhkan, Kutkai, Kyaukme, and Nawnghkio townships in
northern Shan. Moreover, the Humanitarian Coordinator a.i. has approved the disbursement of US$1 million from the
Myanmar Humanitarian Fund to address the emerging needs in northern Shan.

** Information in this update is based on initial inputs from humanitarian partners on the ground. The situation is fluid and numbers are
fluctuating.

For further information, please contact:

Sajjad Mohammad Sajid, Head of Office, sajid@un.org

Danielle Parry, Deputy Head of Office, parryd@un.org, +95 9797002713 (Phone/Signal)

Suhad Sakalla, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, sakalla@un.org, +972 54 3443202 (Signal)

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org | https://reliefweb.int/country/mmr | https://www.facebook.com/OCHAMyanmar

United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
www.unocha.org/myanmar
Subscribe to OCHA Myanmar products
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*The disptacement figures were obtained from refiable sources. However the verification is ongoing.

——— The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.
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