Public statement by 46 Thai civil society organizations regarding the deportation of asylum seekers from

People's Defence Force to Myanmar dictator regime

The Myanmar dictator regime has ascended to power through staging a military coup to topple a
democratically elected government. It was the decimation of the supreme power of the people of Myanmar. The
only legitimate ruling government in Myanmar should be the National Unity Government (NUG) which is consisted
of representatives democratically elected by the people. According to the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners (AAPP), as of 10 April 2023, 21,300 individuals have been arrested and more than 3,229 have been

killed following the seizure of power from the civilian government on 1 February 2021.

The people of Myanmar have formed the People's Defence Force (PDF) to oppose the coup by the
Myanmar dictator regime. On 5 April 2023, it has been reported by various news agencies in Myanmar that the
Thai Immigration Bureau has arrested three members of the PDF which is opposed to the coup by the Myanmar
dictator regime and handed them over to the Border Guard Force (BGF) at a Thailand-Myanmar border
checkpoint. At present, the three individuals have reportedly been transferred to the custody of the Myanmar

dictator regime.

The three members of the PDF. Ko Thiha (38), Htet Nay Wun (31) and Saw Phyo Lay (26), have
travelled to Mae Sot District to seek medical treatment on 1 April 2023 and were intercepted by the Immigration
officials at a checkpoint. They were later handed over to the BGF close to the Myanmar's Ingyin Myaing border

pass by the Moei River, in Tak's Mae Sot.

The undersigned civil society organizations find the deportation of the three members of the PDF who
sought medical treatment in Thailand to the BGF forces under the command of the hostile Myanmar army
knowing full well that the three of them were vulnerable to fatal treatment including torture and persecution is a
violation of Section 13 of the Act on Prevention and Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance 2022
which came into force in Thailand since 22 February 2023 following our ascension to the UN Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT). Section 13 clearly stipulates
that “No government organizations or public officials shall expel, deport, or extradite a person to another State
where there are substantial grounds for believing that the person would be in danger of torture, cruel, inhuman,
or degrading treatment, or enforced disappearance.” Thailand should have known that PDF has been formed by
the forces that want to fight against the egregious and cruel crime committed by the Myanmar dictator regime
against its own people. Therefore, what the Thai authorities have done in this case is a blatant breach of

international law concerning non-refoulement.



In addition, such act could be tantamount to a denial of medical treatment for an injured person which
would amount to a violation of war crime including the Geneva Convention IllI's Articles 13 - 16 which place an
importance on protecting prisoners of war to ensure they are treated based on a humanitarian basis, without
discrimination, revenge and the provision of free-of-charge-medical attention. The act of the Thai authorities in
this case could, therefore, be tantamount to a war crime given its obvious support and aiding to the Myanmar

dictator regime.

Thailand's civil society organizations therefore condemn this act and have these recommendations for

the concerned Thai authorities;

1. The Thai state must immediately ensure an effective enforcement of the Act on Prevention and
Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance B.E. 2565 including by refraining from expelling, deporting
,or extraditing a person to another State where there are substantial grounds for believing that the person would
be in danger of torture, cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment, or enforced disappearance and must stop
deporting members of the People's Defence Force and anti-coup activists from Myanmar to their country of

origin.

2. An effort should be promptly made to accelerate the enforcement of the Regulation of the Office of
the Prime Minister on the Screening of Aliens who Enter into the Kingdom and are Unable to Return to the
Country of Origin in order to screen and identify the persons in need of protection since they have fled from

persecution in their country of origin.

3. Thailand must respect the non-refoulement principle which obliges the host state to not immediately
deport refugees or asylum seekers should such deportation may result in danger against the life or liberty of the

persons.

4. The Thai government must clarify to the public about the criteria based on which the three members
of the People's Defence Force had been deported since the issue has garnered national and international

attention and must pledge to not violate its own domestic laws and international laws.

5. The Thai state must promptly investigate the alleged deportation of the three members of the People's
Defence Force to establish if it is a violation against domestic and international laws or not. And if a violation

could be established, the offenders shall strictly be brought to justice.

For human rights, freedoms and democracy

The Civil Society Network Monitoring the Situation in Myanmar
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1. amenssundsraunuasansnasant (nd.aws.) wken@ NGO Coordinating Committee on
Development (NGO-COD) Thailand

2. eoenssunsdsrmunuesanswawianta (nd.aws.) mawniia Northern NGO Coordinating
Committee on Development (NGO-COD)

3. AMENTIUMTUTTAIUNUBIANTNAIKLDNT I (nd.awm.) n1aaau North-Eastern NGO Coordinating

Committee on Development (NGO-COD)

yalifaia1san Uz UAAR Legal Status Network Foundation (LSNF)

YRUTNAANTUUBHTUHAZNITWAIW (WAW.) Human Rights and Development Foundation (HRDF)
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YaiEWAWIAIUETIY Cross Culture Foundation

7. WARTAILEIUAUAIN Peace Way Foundation

8. gﬂﬁf‘huﬁﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂ—w&h (13W.) Thai Allied Committee with Desegregated Burma Foundation (TACDB)

9. %ﬁﬂ%mmﬁﬂ'ﬂﬂﬁaé’wu (ua&.) Thai Volunteer Service Foundation (TVS)

10. waiTauddnaTasAnTe1uaasd Foundation for AIDS Rights

11. Haﬁ%ﬁ’nwﬂlﬂﬂ Rak Thai Foundation

12. ﬁmﬂ%Lﬁan"l‘iﬁﬁuwlu,'sw’mtm::aﬁw Foundation for Labour and Employment Promotion (HomeNet
Thailand)

13. %ﬁﬁf‘kﬁaﬁwmﬁagmﬁﬂ (uwe.) Human Settlement Foundation (HSF)

14. \@327118R83 4 N8 4 Regions Slum Network

15. ﬂém‘ﬁﬂumﬂ‘fﬂ"m 9. 28ULAU Friends Of The Homeless, Khon Kaen

16. 1@32NELFHGLE1TH 2. TBMLTIN (Khon Kaen Voice of Youth (KK-VoY)

17. w03e1neunsuingsazu: Pha-thung Warrior Network, Chana

18. URNINLIRB TR IUADBLREY 9232 §IURT Lan Hoi Siab Community University, Chana, Songkhla

19. lasemisannisusn &9uan Pun Rak Food Sharing Project

20. naaifUANT T THAIaYAAM I-san Urban Community Action (I-San UrComAct.)

21, 19301 TITUAAULHUNAILITIWIARAS Satun Provincial Development Plan Monitoring Group

22. gunauws17 Proud Association

23. mnANUNN)RINUANTURLETH Human Rights Lawyers Association (HRLA)

24. amznssamysmssainaszmilas (a51).) Campaign for Popular Democracy (CPD)

25. ﬂm:n'i'a‘un"l'imwﬁﬁfﬁ'ﬂquwﬂ"l 35 The Relatives' Committee of May 1992 Heroes

26. aonvussnudszm s las Social Democracy Institute

27. ﬂuﬁﬂ'ﬁ:mmﬁmm’rﬂut'ﬁaﬁdﬂuﬂﬂs\lﬂﬁmﬁﬂ‘lmﬂ Young People for Social Demacracy, Thailand (YPD)
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ANIANANTIRINTNLD9U52 T T% (RFK.) Union For Civil Liberty (UCL)

N§aA19IA% (Dao Din)

ﬂg:mﬁfuﬁguﬁ'ﬂﬂuﬂﬁ:mﬁﬂmﬂﬁ (IuFTTaLRzLLAEL A Know Network of Activities Circle Key (KNACK)
North Activist Community (CAN)

13811 ﬂﬂu'g'u'lﬂ&it'ﬁamﬂﬂﬁﬂuuﬂmﬁaﬂm (Young Leadership Network for Social Change)

insatnasinadanlnawadszmnT ey Activist Network for Democracy (A.N.D.)

: ml'lmmu'g'uh%jﬁ'uuf@n‘i'su‘mﬁé'ﬁﬂa\l Soclety of young social innovators (SYSI)

People Go Network

Tassmstuieaaunlung s Tme AIUnsWeNnTus Campaign for Public Policy on Mineral Resources
(PPM)

néum‘%n’rwuajﬁﬂm The Mekong Butterfly

ﬁﬂﬂfguﬁﬁagﬂqu’nu Community Resources Center: CRC

RUANTIAE Spirit in Education Movement (SEM)

AN INIIBAAAINANNTUAATIUNTRINUINUNTULAK ETOs Watch Coalition

{3810 Uﬁ‘)’l%l’d‘ﬁﬁ)ﬂmﬁ:ﬂu‘l‘f‘%’ﬁ The Coalition for the Rights of Refugees and Stateless Persons (CRSP)
ﬂmﬁ’uu‘iw’msm:Lﬁiﬂﬁﬁﬁ]ﬁlﬂuﬁ‘ﬁu Just Economy and Labor Institute

URITINDRINNNILAZ NTITUUITBIUTHIUNGUTIEWUT (MAP Foundation)

. i3aTnEaeRnTeEuUsETINTTNTI@ Migrant Working Group (MWG)

Burma Concern

Friends Against Dictatorship (FAD)
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