Joint statement by Myanmar resistance forces

on situation of Myanmar refugees in Manipur, India

Date: March 2, 2023

1. We are democracy forces from various regions of Myanmar fighting against Myanmar junta

who have been killing civilians at will following an attempted coup.

Myanmar people deserve democracy. The government and people of India know best how
difficult the road to democracy can be. When Myanmar junta attempted to seize power! and
install military rule in 2021, all the peoples of Myanmar, including those from India’s
neighboring Sagaing Region and Chin State were left with no choice but to join the revolution
and fight for their lives, their home and their freedom. They have been fighting against the
military junta for a total of 760 days and they are doing so in the same way they fought bravely
against the British colonial rule using any weapons they could find.

Since Sagaing Region and Chin State are two of the strongest lands in the resistance
movement, they have also faced some of the deadliest crackdowns and terror campaigns by
the military junta. Sagaing Region alone has 42.6% of the total IDP population in Myanmar.
Chin State, which is one of the smallest states in Myanmar and is mostly home to a minority
Christian population?, on the other hand, has 3.1% IDP of the total IDP population.? Myanmar
military junta has repeatedly committed war crimes? and atrocity crimes systematically and
on a large scale including killings of civilians, arbitrary arrests and detentions, launching of
deliberate airstrikes on hospitals, schools, and churches, and burning and destruction of
civilian homes and structures.

The peoples of Chin State and Sagaing Region who have faced widespread atrocities
committed by troops operating under the Northwestern Regional Command of the military
junta®> were forced to join the People Defense Forces while most of the women, elderly
people, and other unarmed civilians were forced to flee into different towns inside India along
the border.®

! https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/myanmar-history-coup-military-rule-ethnic-conflict-rohingya

2 https://www.chinhumanrights.org/testimony-of-salai-za-uk-ling-deputy-executive-director-of-chro-at-the-4th-
hearing-of-international-parliamentary-inquiry-on-myanmar/

3 https://data.unhcr.org/en/country/mmr

4 https://progressivevoicemyanmar.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Setting-Tinderbox-Alight_English_FINAL.pdf

5 https://mohr.nugmyanmar.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Special-Report-on-L.I.B-161168169-0f-10th-
Military-Operations-Commandeng-
version.pdf?fbclid=IwAR3YYkPXBeTOkHJWIxQbEkeKwFigOVnSwSCNU5jUrvPD3D-PVM9npUZEmcg

® https://www.voanews.com/a/refugees-flee-to-india-amid-military-airstrikes-in-myanmar/6924644.html



5. However, we, the people from Myanmar, have learned that people who fled to the Indian
border areas are reportedly facing heart-breaking situations yet again.’

6. Since February 2022, there have been at least five crackdown attempts under Foreigner Act
on Myanmar people who are taking shelter in Manipur and an estimated 200 Myanmar
asylum seekers?® are still being detained in Sajiwa prison in Imphal. Some of those detained
persons are weavers who have been working there even before the Myanmar Military
attempted the coup. Currently, there are at least 15 children, 10 elderly persons, and 30
women being held in Saijiwa prison.®

7. Moreover, a 32-year-old asylum seeker named Mr. Demkholun Guite has suddenly died while
being held in Sajiwa prison.'® He was one of the many people arrested in Langcham village,
in the border district of Tengnoupal, Manipur on February 26, 2023. A day before his passing,
Mr. Demkholun received a visit from his uncle and two sisters who have claimed that his
sudden death came as a shock to them as they found Mr. Demkholun was in good health
during the visit.

8. We are very concerned about this incident as well as the overall situation of detained
Myanmar people. We call on the Government of India and authorities in Manipur State to
take the following actions immediately.

a. Adopt new policies toward neighboring Myanmar and condemn the attempted coup by
the Myanmar junta; stand with and support the people of Myanmar in their fight for
democracy.

b. Investigate and ensure justice for the death of Mr. Demkholun; ensure transparency
and inform the family of Demkholun and Myanmar people of the truth regarding the
incident.

c. Stop imprisoning and persecuting Myanmar asylum seekers who have fled armed
conflicts and crossed into India, and immediately release all the detained asylum
seekers.

d. Show empathy for the realities of the humanitarian crisis that Myanmar asylum seekers
are facing and provide them with registration cards for a temporary stay.

7 https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/07/28/india-release-detained-myanmar-asylum-seekers

& https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/others/80-myanmar-nationals-held-in-manipur-for-illegal-immigration-
to-india-101674902957865.html

® Mizzima- Burmese News: https://rb.gy/quupam

10 https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/imphal/myanmar-natl-dies-of-arrhythmia-in-imphal-east-detention-
centre/articleshow/98261821.cms?from=mdr



Contact:

India For Myanmar: indiadmyanmar@protonmail.com

1. Salai Dokhar +919-362-212819 (Call), +959-756-208376 (Signal)
2. Thinzar Shunlei Yi +959-795-574775 (Signal)

. India For Myanmar
. Blood Money Campaign-Myanmar
. Kuki Students' Organization _ Myanmar

. Southern Dragon Myanmar

1
2
3
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5. Kuki Students' Democratic Front ((?(Szec‘qpésmqus gc%ooelorgooog 00553)
6. Burma Support

7. New Power Generation

8. SCOEWBA+FT

9. TAMPADIPA INSTITUTE

10. Southern Youth Development Organization

11. Tanintharyi MATA

12. Democracy, Peace and Women'’s Organization

13. Kuki Women's Human Rights Organization

14. Youth Development Institute (YDI)

15. Let's Help Each Other

16. MRYA- Revolution Core Group

17. Burma Civil War Museum (BCM)

18. Athan

19. May Myo Strike Force

20. Sisters 2 Sisters

21. Action Committee For Democracy Development (ACDD)
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