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The Orville H. Schell, Jr.
Center for International
Human Rights at Yale Law
School, Myanmar Human
Rights Project

The Schell Center is the hub for human
rights at Yale Law School. The core
mission is to provide students a
theoretically rich and  practically
grounded education, and, in the process,
to support cutting-edge human rights
research and the work of human rights
organizations far beyond our gates. Each
year, the Center awards fellowships to
several scholars and practitioners to be
in residence at the Law School. Visiting
fellows are hand-picked for their
contributions to the field of human
rights, whether as scholars, activists, or
lawyers. The Myanmar Human Rights
Project was launched in 2020.
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Warning
Graphic Content

This report contains some images with
graphic content that might not be suitable
for all audiences.

¢ Blood and wounds

* Beatings
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Foreword by the Honorable

Tom Andrews, U.N. Special
Rapporteur on the Situation of Human
Rights in Myanmar and Robina Senior
Human Rights Fellow at the Schell
Center for International

Human Rights

Since February 2021, much has been documented about the Myanmar military’s
attempted coup d’état and bloody crackdown on the people of Myanmar. This report
provides the international community a better understanding of the junta’s crimes, the
individuals responsible, and their battalions’ locations in relation to attacks.
“Nowhere is Safe” is a seminal report focusing on the first six months of the military’s
post-coup attack. It exposes horrific details of crimes, draws on new information from
military sources, and conducts a transparent and thorough legal analysis that will assist
in future prosecutions.

It is fitting that this report is being published just days prior to the one-year anniversary
of the military junta’s Armed Forces Day Massacre. On March 27, 2021, as military leaders
celebrated themselves at galas with the few foreign dignitaries that attended, Myanmar
military and police were murdering, injuring, and detaining hundreds throughout the
country. Indeed, junta forces made good on the warning that was issued to protesters 24
hours prior on state television: “You should learn from the tragedy of earlier ugly deaths
that you can be in danger of getting shot in the head and back.” All told, forces under the
junta’s command murdered at least 140 civilians on that day alone.

Using the horrendous example of that massacre, and too numerous other acts of violence,
this report lays out how and why there are reasonable grounds to believe that the
Myanmar military, under the command of Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, has
committed the crimes of murder, imprisonment, torture, persecution, deportation and
forcible transfer of the population as part of a widespread and systematic attack against
the people of Myanmar.

Those who have followed the news of the military’s brutal and sustained assault on the
people of Myanmar will find at least some of the accounts in this report familiar: The
cold-blooded murders of innocent men, women, and children; the ruthless torture of
political prisoners; the unmitigated nationwide attack on civilians. Nevertheless, seeing
the experiences of eyewitnesses and survivors documented in this report in painstaking
detail, one after the other, is chilling.

Even more chilling in this report is what will not be familiar to most, such as the
premeditated, systematic nature of the junta’s attack; testimony from soldiers on the
deployment of snipers to kill and terrorize people; and even a Myanmar military
“fieldcraft” manual obtained by Fortify Rights instructing soldiers to “Make sure a
bullet equates to an enemy killed.”

Starting with Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, “Nowhere is Safe” identifies 61 high-
ranking military and police officials who should be investigated and potentially held
criminally liable for crimes against humanity.



Will they ever face justice? That depends on the action of the international community,
starting with the United Nations and the Security Council. With junta allies such as
Russia holding a veto in the Security Council, action is unlikely, at least in the short
term. Russia is one of the junta’s largest suppliers of the very weapons that are being
used against the Myanmar people. But Security Council member states should still put
forward a resolution mandating an arms embargo against the Myanmar military.

In addition, there are other ways to seek justice for those who have been victims of this
brutal military. They include using the courts of nations who have universal jurisdiction
laws. Argentina’s judiciary, for example, has agreed to open an investigation of genocide
that the military is accused of committing against the Rohingya ethnic minority of
Myanmar. And the International Court of Justice is now considering a case, brought by
The Gambia, on whether the brutal attacks that were launched against the Rohingya, in
a military operation overseen by Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, meet the legal
definition of genocide.

Governments can also seek to hold the junta accountable through coordinated, targeted
economic sanctions and the embargo of the weapons that the Myanmar military is using
to kill innocent people.

Lastly, if there were any doubts about whether the junta’s crackdown constitutes mass
atrocity crimes, this report should lay them to rest. The actions of the military junta of
Myanmar should be called what they truly are: crimes against humanity.

Many of you reading this may know me as the U.N. Special Rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in Myanmar. But I am also a Senior Fellow at the Schell Center for
International Human Rights at Yale Law School, and I am honored to be associated with
the extraordinary joint Fortify Rights-Schell Center team that made this remarkable
document possible. They, and countless others, are part of an international movement of
people of conscience who are committed to pursuing justice and accountability for the
people of Myanmar.

Tom Andrews
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See, e.g., Kyaw Hsan Hlaing, After Myanmar's Military Coup, Arakan Army Accelerates Implementation of the ‘Way of Rakhita’, The
Diplomat (Apr. 14, 2021), https://thediplomat.com/2021/04/after-myanmars-military-coup-arakan-army-accelerates-implementation-
of-the-way-of-rakhita/. See also Andrew Nachemson, Will More Ethnic Minority Organizations Join Myanmar's Revolution?, Foreign
Policy (July 1, 2021), https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/07/01/myanmar-ethnic-minority-organizations-coup-revolution-federal-army/.
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