The upcoming 5th BIMSTEC Summit on March 30 in Sri Lanka must
respect calls from Myanmar democracy movement

Date. 23.3.2022

Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC),
comprised of seven countries from South Asia and Southeast Asia namely Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand, is scheduled to hold its 5th Summit on March 30
which will be hosted by Sri Lanka.

The biennial summit is a conference where leaders of member states come together to discuss
and make highest policy decisions for peace, prosperity and sustainability of Bay of Bengal
region. The 4th summit held in Nepal in 2018 was attended by Myanmar president U Win Myint.

On 1st, February, 2021, Myanmar military attempted to seize power from the civilian
government. It has been 400 days since for Myanmar people of all ethnics and religions, who
have categorically rejected and resisted the military’s coup attempt, risking their lives to defend
democracy and end military tyranny by all means as they strive for a federal democratic system.
To this end, the military junta’s coup attempt to seize control of the country has failed.

Coup leader Min Aung Hlaing sent his remark representing Myanmar at the 24th anniversary of
BIMSTEC in June 2021 and in BIMSTEC's announcement of his message, he was referred to as
honorary chairman of the State Administration Council of Myanmar. In December 2021, Myanmar
military was invited to take part in military exercises of BIMSTEC countries in India and, in
addition, there are records that Myanmar military representatives attended many of BIMSTEC
meetings as country representatives.

Most of the members of BIMSTEC are democracy countries, yet BIMSTEC have provided
legitimacy to the Myanmar military that is a terrorist organization that has killed 2,313 people
just because they protested against the military and detained 11,564 civilians (Grim data
collected by the Media Monitoring Collective, MMC from February 2021 to January 2022). The
Junta has arrested democracy and human rights activists and defenders and deliberately
targeting civilians with airstrikes, ground military attacks, setting villages on fires and committing
mass killings. The military’s campaign of terror has forced over 500,000 people to flee their
homes, further deepening the humanitarian crisis. These grave violations of human rights amount
to crimes against humanity and war crimes that have been collectively condemned by the people
of Myanmar and international community together.

BIMSTEC risks compliciting in Myanmar military’s atrocities crimes by continuing to invite

coup leader Min Aung Hlaing as representative of Myanmar to the 5th BIMSTEC summit in 2022
as it will lend legitimacy to the Myanmar military and further embolden them to continue its
atrocity crimes against the people.



Such action will only cause additional pain and serve as salt to the wound of the people of
Myanmar who are already suffering from atrocities by Myanmar military on a daily basis.

We, the undersigned organizations in solidarity with Myanmar across the globe demand the
following:

1. BIMSTEC must disassociate itself and cut all ties with the military council members which
was established by the Myanmar military who have been accused of committing genocide, war
crimes and many acts of crimes against humanity.

2. The demands of democracy movement and spring revolution of Myanmar people must
be respected and recognized.

3. There cannot be a peaceful, prosperous, and sustainable Bay of Bengal region, if
democracy and human rights cease to thrive. We call on leaders of BIMSTEC member states to
discuss and decide on the issues of Myanmar in consideration of humanity and human dignity.

For more information please contact — india4dmyanmar@protonmail.com
Signed Organizations

#MilkTeaAlliance - Calendar Team
Action Committee for Democracy Development (ACDD)
All Kachin Youth Union — AKYU
Alternative Solutions for Rural Communities (ASORCOM)
ALTSEAN-Burma
Anti-Dictatorship in Burma - DMV Area
Athan - Freedom of Expression Activist Organization
Blood Money Campaign
Building and Wood sector (BWFM)
. Burma Campaign UK
. Campaign for the popular democracy of Thailand
. CDM Support Team Mandalay (CSTM)
. CoBA NZ
. CRPH & NUG Supporters - Ireland
. CRPH Funding - Ireland
. CRPH Support Group, Norway
. CRPH, NUG Support Team Germany-Deutschland
. Democracy, Peace, and Women's Organization -DPW
. Democratic Youth Council
. Ethnic Youth General Strike Committee
. Federal Myanmar Benevolence Group (New Zealand)
. Food Workers' Federation of Myanmar
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Free Rohingya Coalition

Future Light Center (FLC)

General Strike Collaboration Committee - GSCC
Global Movement for Myanmar Democracy (GM4MD)
Green Land Civil Society Strengthening Initiative
Human Rights Foundation of Monland

Institute for Peace and Development in Mindanao
Jivaka Medic Team

Justice For Myanmar

Kachin Refugee Community — India

Kanaung Institute

Kuki Students' Organization- Myanmar

La Communauté Birmane de France

Land in Our Hands

LGBT Alliance Myanmar

LGBT Union Mandalay

LGBTIQ (c\%&%orgéol.?ﬁog) :09P3) 3380503056@')53
Listen Up Myanmar

Magway People's Revolution Committee
Mandalay Technological University Students' Union
Metta Campaign - Mandalay

MIT anpézoaozenﬂoésoieﬂoz 038050305@@)52
Monywa People's Strike Steering Committee
Movement for Advancing Understanding of Sustainability And Mutuality (MAUSAM)
Myanmar AUN Alumni Association

Myanmar Citizens

Myanmar Engineers (New Zealand )

Myanmar Labour Alliance

Myanmar People Alliance (Shan State)

Myanmar Refugee Demand Committee - Delhi
Myanmar Secret Information

Progressive Voice

Pyithu Pan Daing (Former Peoples’ Soldiers)

Save Myanmar USA

Second Tap Root Organization

Shalom Foundation

Shan- MATA (Myanmar Accountability and Transparency Alliance)
SHARE Alumni Association (Myanmar)

Sisters 2 Sisters #Sisters2Sisters

Sitt Nyein Pann Foundation

Siyin Chin Community of Western Australia
Southern Youth Development Organization
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Spring Volunteer Program

Support Group for Democracy in Myanmar (Netherlands)

Ta'ang Women's Organization
Tampadipa Institute

Thai Action Committee for Democracy in Burma

The Milk Tea Alliance

Twitter Team for Revolution

University of Medicine, Mandalay

Women's Peace Network
Yangon Medical Network

Youth Development Institute (YDI)
q%smeng:nmo? - 03600 (Medical Family — Mandalay)
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- 8§60 MDYPIOEPYPIVLY (Mandalay Poets’ Union)
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