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Introduction

Over a year since the attempted coup on February 1, 2021, the Myanmar military junta,
which is led by the perpetrators of the decades-long genocide against Rohingya, is
continuing to act with the intent of destroying this ethnic minority and indigenous group as
well as commit widespread and systematic attacks of violence against the country’s entire
population. As was reported by the United Nations (UN) Independent International Fact-
Finding Mission in 2018, the Myanmar military and security forces had perpetrated war
crimes, genocide, and crimes against humanity for decades, including by using sexual
violence as a “hallmark” of their operations; in 2017, these forces launched strategic attacks
of genocide against Rohingya, forcing hundreds of thousands to be displaced and seek
refuge in neighboring countries. Despite the International Court of Justice’s provisional
measures in 2019, today, Rohingya as a group, including the millions of refugees, have no
chance of finding peace and security, returning to their homes across Myanmar, and having
their fundamental rights restored indefinitely.

This briefer provides a brief, on-the-ground situation update of Rohingya and demonstrates
the way in which the Myanmar military and security forces are committing arbitrary
arrest and detention, including by issuing restrictions to the group's movement, to continue
their strategic persecution of Rohingya.


https://mcusercontent.com/6819ae24e30bd9a9db0322d69/files/a6d9b5b3-1718-fd85-4948-e8547c85fe47/_2_1_Special_briefer.pdf
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18/274/54/PDF/G1827454.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/FFM-Myanmar/sexualviolence/A_HRC_CRP_4.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/public/files/case-related/178/178-20200123-ORD-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/jailed-12162021172129.html
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Massive fires in the Kutupalong Balukali camp in Cox's Bazaar, Bangladesh,
where hundreds of thousands of Rohingya are trapped in barbed wire
fencing, left over 45,000 Rohingya refugees without shelter in March 2021.
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Brief overview

Over four years since the 2017 genocide, Rohingya continue to have their rights denied both
in Myanmar and beyond.

e In Rakhine State, Myanmar, over 600,000 Rohingya in Rakhine are facing heightened
restrictions, which include having their household registration checked, under the
Myanmar military since the February 1 coup. More than 130,000 Rohingya, of whom
three-quarters are women and children, have been detained in internally displaced

person (IDP) camps since the waves of communal and state-sponsored violence against
this group in 2012. Segregated from their Rakhine neighbors, the IDP camps’ squalid
conditions and oppressive measures have caused their inhabitants to face malnutrition
and other detrimental health conditions.

¢ In Bangladesh, trapped within barbed-wire fences and watchtowers, the over 800,000
Rohingya in the Kutupalong Refugee Camp are deprived of livelihood, employment, and
educational opportunities as they live in infrastructure vulnerable to the region’s
frequent hazardous weather conditions and mass fires. They are also at risk of being
forcibly deported to Bhashan Char, which has been deemed unsafe to live for its severe
isolation and lack of an evacuation route; at least 18 people have been arrested for
attempting to flee this island. The murder of Mohibullah, a community leader and the
chair of the Arakan Society for Peace and Human Rights, on September 29, 2021 further
raises security concerns for the Rohingya community in Bangladesh.

¢ In India, over 40,000 Rohingya, of whom at least 16,500 have been registered with the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), live in camps and slums.
Among them, hundreds of Rohingya have been arrested by Indian state authorities for
their “illegal entry,” imprisoning at least 160 Rohingya in a New Delhi detention center,
and over 150 in such a shelter in Jammu and Kashmir.


https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2021/3/6059d3874/bangladeshi-authorities-aid-agencies-refugee-volunteers-rush-respond-massive.html
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/08/24/bangladesh-fleeing-rohingya-die-sea
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/08/24/bangladesh-fleeing-rohingya-die-sea
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/08/myanmar-mass-detention-rohingya-squalid-camps
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/08/myanmar-mass-detention-rohingya-squalid-camps
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/FFM-Myanmar/A_HRC_39_64.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2021/7/6103c43c4/floods-bring-new-misery-rohingya-refugees-bangladesh-camps.html
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/myanmar_refugees
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/myanmar_refugees
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2021/7/6103c43c4/floods-bring-new-misery-rohingya-refugees-bangladesh-camps.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/stories/2021/7/6103c43c4/floods-bring-new-misery-rohingya-refugees-bangladesh-camps.html
https://archive.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/rohingya-crisis/2021/07/11/18-rohingyas-arrested-after-fleeing-bhashan-char
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/09/29/rohingya-leader-mohibullah-killed-bangladesh
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/03/10/india-halt-all-forced-returns-myanmar
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/10/04/india-7-rohingya-deported-myanmar
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/3/8/repeat-of-what-happened-in-myanmar-india-detains-160-rohingya
https://caravanmagazine.in/communities/rohingya-refugees-detained-jammu-fear-deportation
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e In Malaysia, where over 100,000 Rohingya are registered with the UNHCR, the
country’s authorities are detaining those fleeing Bangladesh and prosecuting,
imprisoning, and caning them: 270 Rohingya, who had fled Bangladesh and been
stranded on sea for two months due to coronavirus lockdowns, were detained in April
2020. Moreover, Rohingya in Malaysia continue to be subjected to forms of hate speech
and threats from the public as well as state officials.

2’4 On November 25, 2021, the Township Administrator of Buthidaung Township,
Y. Maungdaw District, issued a local order, Order 2/2021, prohibiting “Bengali” (a
3l term used pejoratively to refer to Rohingya and deny their identity) residing
there from travelling to other townships, districts, states, and divisions without
| providing approved documentation.

Restrictions on freedom of movement

Since the Myanmar military’s attempted coup, the Myanmar military junta has continued to
tighten policies denying Rohingya freedom of movement. Given the restricted access to
information from Rakhine State, many more travel restrictions aside from the following
have been issued over the year:

On February 23, 2021, the Township Administrator of Ponnagyun Township, Sittwe
District, in reference to an order by the Sittwe District Administration Office on February
15, 2021, instructed the township’s village administrators to restrict “Bengalis” from
returning to Myanmar from Bangladesh; the administrators were also mandated to
“effectively take action” against such Rohingya according to existing law in order to
“prevent Bengalis from entering Myanmar [via] illegal channels.”

Furthermore, on November 25, 2021, the Township Administrator of Buthidaung
Township, Maungdaw District, issued a local order, Order 2/2021, prohibiting “Bengali”
residing there from traveling to other townships, districts, states, and divisions without
providing approved documentation; those who violate this order are to be charged
according to “the statutory laws [or existing laws]” of Myanmar, which include the Penal
Code’s Section 188. Additionally, in reference to an order from the Maungdaw District
Administration Office from November 16, the Township Administrator issued a directive to
the Buthidaung township’s village administrators to implement this local order in their
respective villages.


https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance-in-malaysia.html
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/jul/21/rohingya-face-cruel-caning-sentence-in-malaysia-as-hostility-to-refugees-grows
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-52975138
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-myanmar-rohingya-malaysia-idUSKBN2BT02M
https://reliefweb.int/report/malaysia/joint-letter-ending-violent-threats-and-hate-speech-against-rohingya-community
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Such travel restrictions resulted in the Myanmar military junta’s mass arbitrary arrest and
detention of at least 856 Rohingya -- including over 464 women and 101 children -- since
February 1, 2021. Rohingya in Rakhine State have been required to obtain permission from
authorities, including local immigration officials, to leave their respective townships for
generations. However, as a discriminatory policy, this process of providing the required
documentation and applying for travel permits (i.e., Form 4) has been structured in a way to

be unreasonably bureaucratic and expensive for such a persecuted community. This has left
many Rohingya with no choice but to act in a way deemed to be a violation of these travel
restrictions by the Myanmar authorities and, subsequently, be subjected to extortion as well
as arbitrarily arrest and detention. In addition to other forms of torture, women, and girls, in
particular, are at serious risk of being subjected to sexual and gender-based violence in
detention.

According to multiple sources, most Rohingya arrested or detained are originally from
southern Rakhine State. The following cases demonstrate the way in which the Myanmar
military and security forces continue to criminalize the Rohingya’s freedom of movement
within Myanmar.

¢ On February 11, 2021, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 20 Rohingya in
Minhla Township (Magway Region) who traveled from Rakhine State.

e On May 7, 2021, local sources reported that the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested
eight Rohingya in Kyitemayaw Township (Mon State) and imprisoned them for two
years.

¢ On June 23, 2021, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 20 Rohingya in Bogalay
Township (Ayeyarwady Region). The local authorities were preparing to bring the
arrested Rohingya to the local court.

e On July 7, 2021, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 20 Rohingya, including
seven boys and 13 girls, in Ayeyarwady Region for traveling without permission, and
imprisoned them for two years.

¢ On August 13, 2021, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested eight Rohingya in Inn
Township (Rakhine State) who were returning from Hpakant Township (Kachin State).

e On October 26, 2021, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 17 Rohingya in
Thandwe Township (Rakhine State) for attempting to travel to Yangon.

e On November 11, 2021, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 30 Rohingya,
including 25 women, in Bogalay Township (Ayeyarwady Region).

¢ On November 13, 2021, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested four Rohingya who
were trying to travel to Yangon in Ann Township (Rakhine State) and charged them for
allegedly violating the Immigration Act 13(1).

e On December 22, 2021, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 77 Rohingya,


https://www.facebook.com/1120229281493723/posts/1665661643617148/
https://www.facebook.com/BHRNUK/posts/2912409002367674
https://www.facebook.com/39218993127/posts/10161217611218128/
https://www.facebook.com/narinjara.info/posts/4583991738279534
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=282451707068881&id=100653198582067
https://www.facebook.com/100653198582067/posts/291707666143285/?d=n
https://www.facebook.com/dawkhinhla/posts/10223760464590965
https://www.thechindwin.com/dozens-of-the-rohingya-muslims-were-arrested-for-illegal-traveling/
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/files/CagedwithoutaRoof-ApartheidMyanmar-AIreport.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/FFM-Myanmar/A_HRC_39_64.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/files/CagedwithoutaRoof-ApartheidMyanmar-AIreport.pdf
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including 49 women and 11 children, from Maungdaw Township (Rakhine State) who
were on their way to Yangon.

e On January 15, 2022, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 56 Rohingya, including
46 women, in Shwepyithar Township (Yangon Region) while they were staying in a
house in the area.

e On January 17, 2022, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested nine Rohingya men at
Kan Myint Kan checkpoint in Ann Township (Rakhine State) for attempting to travel to
Yangon.

e On February 8, 2022, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 48 Rohingya in
Kyauktan Township (Yangon Region) who were being trafficked from various towns in
Rakhine State.

e On February 25, 2022, Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested over 70 Rohingya, which
include civilians as young as 13, in South Okkalapa Township (Yangon Region).

On the other hand, the Myanmar military junta is arbitrarily arresting and detaining
Rohingya attempting to return to Myanmar from or flee to neighboring countries. The junta
is criminalizing the movement of Rohingya attempting to leave camps in Bangladesh to
their homes in Myanmar, as was demonstrated by its arrest and two years’ imprisonment of

14 Rohingya on October 15, 2021 and arrest of six Rohingya on October 19. Given the

restricted access of information from Rakhine State, many more cases of such arrests may
have gone unnoticed, including those involving Rohingya fleeing to Malaysia.

e On September 5, 2021, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 30 Rohingya,
including 23 women, in Ayeyarwady Region while they were trying to go to Malaysia.

e On October 19, 2021, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 45 Rohingya who were
fleeing to Malaysia in Ponnagyun Township (Rakhine State) and imprisoned them for
two years.

e On October 20, 2021, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 45 Rohingya in
Ponakyun Township (Rakhine State) who were fleeing to Malaysia.

e On October 22, 2021, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 52 Rohingya in Gwa
Township (Rakhine State) while they were trying to flee to Malaysia.

e On November 7, 2021, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 55 Rohingya who
were trying to flee to Malaysia after leaving their homes in Rakhine State. Another five
Rohingya were lost on the way.

e On November 30, 2021, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 228 Rohingya on a
boat heading to Malaysia; 109 of them were sentenced to five years in prison on
December 15th.

e On February 18, 2022, the Myanmar junta’s police forces arrested 65 Rohingya who
were trying to flee to Malaysia in Sittwe Township (Rakhine State).


https://www.peoplemediamyanmar.com/%E1%80%B1%E1%82%90%E1%82%8A%E1%80%BB%E1%80%95%E1%80%8A%E1%80%B9%E1%80%9E%E1%80%AC%E1%81%BF%E1%80%99%E1%80%AD%E1%80%B3%E1%82%95%E1%81%8C-%E1%80%B1%E1%80%94%E1%80%A1%E1%80%AD%E1%80%99%E1%80%B9%E1%80%90/?fbclid=IwAR38cZp0B5yha86ZWgRdqUjL6-CfoZclHpEvoPINmgeRL7VOjxuvZ-FFypE
https://www.dmediag.com/news/3918-nmn?fbclid=IwAR1ZdqCbPP8XZVEkC6S0si6dKm_DnJer62BIBuGm54zod66fuyM6X5Fpc7I
https://www.facebook.com/capediamond.official/posts/333695502097559
https://www.facebook.com/39218993127/posts/10161678198928128/
https://www.facebook.com/rick.martinez.12576049/posts/1286555638468099
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=279073407406711&id=100653198582067
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=279073407406711&id=100653198582067
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=280100507304001&id=100653198582067
https://www.facebook.com/100653198582067/posts/289591883021530/
https://burmese.voanews.com/a/myanmar-military-arrested-over-200-rohingya-near-rakhine-coast/6332556.html
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=349746043672780&id=100653198582067
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=275673511080034&id=100653198582067
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=279032924077426&id=100653198582067
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Conclusion and Analysis

Since the attempted coup, Rohingya have been increasingly at risk of being subjected to
further atrocity crimes. Across the region, millions of Rohingya are having their rights
denied, including by being trapped in squalid and overcrowded refugee camps, targeted
with hate speech, and being detained for seeking refuge.

In Myanmar, especially Rakhine State where Rohingya have been imprisoned in IDP camps
for nearly a decade, the military and security forces are imposing further restrictions on the
community’s freedom of movement and arbitrarily arresting and detaining its members.
Those detained risk of being subjected to the most brutal forms of torture and, among them,
women and girls in particular are at risk of being subjected to sexual and gender-based
violence.

The Myanmar military and security forces’ arbitrary arrest and detention of Rohingya is the
tip of the iceberg of their deliberate plan to destroy this community in whole or in part.
They are strategically criminalizing this group in a way that they cause harm to the
physical and mental wellbeing of its members, who are already victims and survivors of
decades-long, state-sponsored genocide.

As more and more Rohingya face illegal imprisonment, the Myanmar military junta is
perpetrating widespread and strategic attacks of violence against the country’s entire
population. Concerted actions must be taken immediately to hold the junta accountable for
all of these atrocities.

Since,the attempted coup, ‘as:more and more of the
country's, people.have come ‘together to recognize
Rohingya's reality andafight agadinst their.common
enemy: the:Myanmar-military.
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https://www.vice.com/en/article/v7m898/myanmar-coup-protesters-regret-silence-over-rohingya-genocide

WOMEN'S PEACE NETWORK | ROHINGYA UPDATE | 7

Recommendations

To the international community

e Recognize the seriousness of the ongoing genocidal acts and crimes in Myanmar against
Rohingya, including by making atrocity determination.

e Provide legal and material support for detainees, including women and girls.

e Monitor the detainees’ situation and hearings, including by involving UN organizations,
embassies, and diplomats.

e Enable access to funding and other means of support for Rohingya community-based
organizations engaged in protection and community-building work.

e Consult and engage with the Rohingya community on refugee repatriation, including
women and girls.

To the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
e Ensure broader coordination among neighboring states on the protection of Rohingya
refugees on sea and land.
e Support international efforts to hold the Myanmar military accountable.
e Respect the principle of non-refoulement, including by providing safe haven to Rohingya
fleeing persecution.

To the UN Security Council
e Impose targeted economic sanctions and financial sanctions on the Myanmar military
and security forces, as well as their related businesses.
e Impose a global arms embargo on Myanmar that includes the banning of the sale and
transfer of heavy weapons and other forms of arms.

e Refer the situation of Myanmar to the International Criminal Court.
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