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Civil society welcomes the UN General Assembly’s decision to reject the Myanmar military 
junta, urges the UN to cease all forms of cooperation that lend them legitimacy 
 
[6 December, 2021] Today, the UN General Assembly adopted the recommendations made by 
the Credentials Committee of the UN to defer the decision on who will represent Myanmar at 
the UN. The decision constitutes a clear rejection of the illegal Myanmar military junta’s 
application for credentials to the UN, leaving U Kyaw Moe Tun, the current Permanent 
Representative of Myanmar, to continue to represent the country at the world body.  
 
The recommendation for deferral by the Credentials Committee comprised of nine UN Member 
States including the United States, China and Russia, is a huge blow to the murderous junta that 
have killed at least 1,303 people since the coup, including around 100 children, and arbitrarily 
arrested 10,681 people.   
 
Khin Ohmar, founder and Chairperson of Progressive Voice: “We welcome this decision by the 
UN General Assembly to reject the terrorist military junta and call on all UN agencies, funds and 
programs to cease all forms of cooperation that lend the junta any legitimacy. UN agencies 
must end its complicity in emboldening the junta by inviting them to meetings, conferences and 
other platforms that offers them the opportunity to create a façade of legitimacy. 
 
International bodies, including the Human Rights Council, the International Labour Organization 
and the World Health Organization, must now accept nominations made by U Kyaw Moe Tun 
and recognize the authority of Myanmar’s Permanent Representative to the UN.” 
 
Charles Santiago, chair of ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights (APHR), and a Malaysian 
Member of Parliament: “The UN General Assembly’s decision sends a strong message to 
ASEAN and other regional and international institutions that the junta must not be recognized 
as the legitimate representatives of Myanmar. Any engagement by ASEAN or any of its 
members with the military junta undermines its credibility and is an affront to the courageous 
and continuing calls made by the people of Myanmar to reject the junta.  
 
As we saw in a graphic video shared on social media over the weekend of the military 
deliberately running down peaceful demonstrators, despite the risks, the Myanmar people are 
literally putting their lives on the line every day to reject the junta, and calling for their voices to 
be heard.” 
 
Grant Shubin, Legal Director of Global Justice Center: “Today’s result is a vote of confidence 
for the rule of law in Myanmar—but much more remains to be done. The junta has committed 
crimes against humanity with its widespread and systematic attacks on the people of Myanmar. 
In addition to denying the junta the legitimacy it craves, the international community must also 
take positive steps to end the Tatmadaw’s impunity and ensure justice and accountability for 
Myanmar.” 
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On 10 September, 358 Myanmar and international civil society organizations called on the UN 
Member States to ensure that the current Permanent Representative of Myanmar to the UN, 
Ambassador U Kyaw Moe Tun, retains his position as Myanmar’s representative to the UN. See 
the open letter to members of the UN General Assembly here: 
https://progressivevoicemyanmar.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/09/UNGA_Credentials_FINAL_ENG.pdf 
 
For more information, please contact:  

• Khin Ohmar, Progressive Voice, info@progressive-voice.org 
• Oliver Slow, ASEAN Parliamentarians for Human Rights, oliver@aseanmp.org 
• Thomas Dressler, Global Justice Center, tdressler@globaljusticecenter.net 
 

 


