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"33rdAnniversary Message of Commemoration for the 8888 Revolution”

On this day thirty-three years ago, the entire nation of Myanmar, comprising of all ethnic
communities and the whole swathe of the society from the religious leaders to students,
intellectuals, workers and peasants, yearning for freedom and democracy, joined hands and
took part in the '8888' Revolution against military dictatorship. The people of Myanmar defied
brutal and ruthless suppression by the military regime, which unleashed indiscriminate killings,
torture and incarceration; their brave and selfless sacrifice earned the 8888 Revolution a

hallowed place in the history of our nation's democratic evolution.

Even though the 8888 Revolution did not lead to immediate victory for the people, the
movement was nonetheless crucial in putting our nation on the path to freedom and democracy.
The people of Myanmar have consistently and resolutely demonstrated our rejection of one-
party and military dictatorships. From the 7thJuly Yangon University protests of 1962, U Thant
funeral crisis of 1974, workers' strike of 1975, Thakhin Kodaw Hmaing centenary uprising of
1976, the '8888' movement of 1988, students' strike of 1996 to the Saffron Revolution of 2007,
we have long proved by our actions that we will never bow before our oppressors in our

struggle for freedom.

Thirty-three years from the historic 8888 Revolution, the people of Myanmar are now waging
'Spring Revolution' to uproot the military dictatorship and to establish a fair and just society

where equality and democratic rights are assured to all citizens and communities in our Union.



Since 1958 in Myanmar, a dictatorship with its despotic rulers had not only repressed our
citizenry throughout successive eras, but also reduced one of the richest countries in Southeast
Asia to become one of the poorest and most backward in the world. From the beginning of 2015,
under the leadership of the first civilian government in generations, the whole country had
strived hard to place ourselves on a true path to democracy, yet the reckless seizure of state
power in a coup d'etat by a covetous, greedy military clique had reversed our gains and brought

untold hardship and enormous challenges to the people.

With firm belief in democracy and revulsion of military totalitarianism, which are both firmly
rooted in the 8888 Revolution, the people of Myanmar are presently waging a historic and
momentous revolution to rid ourselves of the military dictatorship that for many decades had
been committing unspeakable crimes, and to uproot the evil system of military domination from

our soil once and for all.

With principles and conviction borne out of the 8888 Revolution and the determination to
persevere in the 2021 Spring Revolution till our ultimate and inevitable success, we the
National Unity Government wish to honour all those who share our ideals, be they individual
citizens inside Myanmar, freedom-loving expatriates, or those friends and supporters from
abroad who cherish democracy. We, the National Unity Government, in conveying this message
of commemoration, do solemnly undertake to pay homage to our heroes who had given blood,
sweat and tears, and our martyrs who had made the ultimate sacrifice, by toiling day and night

to achieve victory that our people so justly deserve.



