For immediate release

The Civil Disobedience Movement of Myanmar is nominated for the

Nobel Peace Prize
On 22.03.2021, the Civil Disobedience Movement was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.

A group of six professors in social science at the University of Oslo has nominated the Civil
Disobedience Movement of Myanmar for the Nobel Peace Prize.

The military coup d’état in Myanmar on February 1%, 2021, sparked nationwide
demonstrations. Following the coup, the ruling National League for Democracy (NLD) called
on people to resist the takeover through non-violence; workers and their unions launched a
civil disobedience campaign and declared a general strike; and, mass public protests were
organized by young people known as Generation Z. These public protests were joined by a
broad range of groups that include ethnic nationalities, women’s groups, workers, LGBT
groups, artists, Buddhist monks and Catholic nuns. In the weeks after the military takeover, a
large-scale and nationwide anti-coup resistance movement thus emerged across ethnic,
religious, generational, class and gender divides. The Civil Disobedience Movement was
born.

The spokesperson for the nominators, Professor Kristian Stokke, states that: ““The nomination
is in recognition of how the Civil Disobedience Movement is working for peace and
democracy through non-violent means. The supporters of the Civil Disobedience Movement
are risking arrests, torture and death, yet have chosen to fight for their freedom through labor
strikes, peaceful assembly, and non-violent resistance. The nomination is also a recognition
of the Civil Disobedience Movement’s role in forging a forward-looking agenda for
substantive democracy and peace in Myanmar.”

The signatories of the nomination states in their letter that “the Civil Disobedience
Movement, alongside the Committee Representing the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (CRPH) and
ethnic minority organizations (political parties, civil society organizations and armed groups),
is striving to create a united stand against the military’s divide and rule tactics and for federal
democracy. If successful, this holds the potential of ending Myanmar’s long legacy of direct
and indirect military rule and intrastate armed conflicts.”

The nomination letter notes that “there is a longstanding history of civil disobedience being
used to oppose authoritarian regimes. Several of these initiatives have been recognized by the
Nobel Peace Prize Institute, like Dalai Lama and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The Civil
Disobedience Movement of Myanmar follows the same historical path, using peaceful
protests and civil disobedience to oppose the authoritarian regime in Myanmar, in their fight
for freedom and democracy”.

The signatories conclude that the nomination is an acknowledgement of all the people of the
country of Myanmar who are fighting for their right to live peacefully in a democratic
country.

Stokke explains that: “We nominate the Civil Disobedience Movement because we think it is
a very important and timely candidate. It is a mass movement that struggles for democracy
and peace, against a brutal military junta, through non-violent resistance. This is a critically
important movement for the political future of Myanmar. At the same time, it is also a



movement that shows the importance of pro-democracy mobilization in an era when
democracy is under pressure from authoritarian forces and agendas.”

For further enquires and comments regarding the nomination contact spokesperson for the
signatories of the nomination, Professor Kristian Stokke at the University of Oslo, Norway.
Mobile/Signal: +47 97014168. E-mail: Kristian.stokke@sosgeo.uio.no
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Mobile/Signal: +47 97014168. E-mail: Kristian.stokke@sosgeo.uio.no



