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on Independent Electoral Observation Processes in 2020 General Elections

August 13, 2020

1. In a country undergoing political transition, elections are critical to strengthen democracy and those
elections need to fulfill two fundamental principles: fairness and independence.

2. Only when the civilian government can prove that the 2020 General Elections scheduled to be held
on November 8 are fairer and more independent than the 2015 General Elections held under military-
transformed government will the voters participate in confidence as well as trust the political
transformation process even more.

3. In conducting free and fair elections, independent and impartial election observation groups and
missions are critical according to the international procedure and standards.

4. Therefore, the policies, laws, by-laws, directives and actions that restrict the election observation
processes of civil society organizations and independence of the media can directly affect the attributes
such as legitimacy, independence and fairness of 2020 General Elections.

5. PACE (People’s Alliance for Credible Elections), a civil society organization, conducted independent,
transparent and impartial election observation nationwide in 2015 General Elections and By-elections in
2017 and 2018 using overarching observation methods on the whole electoral systems and have
prepared themselves to observe the 2020 General Elections nationwide with over 2900 observers.

6. Although the Union Election Commission permitted PACE to conduct electoral observation missions
and processes in the 2015 General Elections and the By-elections in 2017 and 2018, it decided not to
accredit PACE to observe the 2020 General Elections.

7. We learned that the UEC decided against PACE’s observation mission on the basis that PACE is not
a registered organization under Association Registration Law. However, organizations are not
mandatory but only voluntary, to register according to the 2015 Association Registration Law. Moreover,
the representatives of the UEC also confirmed in a CSO-UEC meeting on July 17 that non-registered
organizations would also be allowed to conduct election observation.

8. In an attempt to register PACE, it also officially requested recommendation from the Union Election
Commission according to the procedure. However, we unfortunately learned that the UEC responded to
PACE with a refusal to provide a recommendation letter on the reason that PACE is an organization
monitoring the UEC.

9. The decisions of the Union Election Commission not to allow PACE, a local CSO that could conduct
independent electoral monitoring and observation, to conduct electoral observation:



a) Implies as a disbandment of an independent and fair electoral institution that has been
established for a long time in Myanmar’s political transformation

b) Damages/diminishes the quality such as legitimacy, transparency and impartiality of the 2020
General Elections

c) Threatens/diminishes the existence of and narrows the scope of civil society organizations that
play a crucial role in political transformation, as UEC restricts the activities of CSOs by
unreasonably referring to the Association Registration Law.

10. If the quality of electoral process deteriorates, it can lead to undesirable problems during and after
the election and undermine the legitimacy of the political community that will emerge from the election.

11. Itis primarily important to recognize the role of civil society and the media ensuring that elections are
free and fair, and that election observation is allowed to operate freely without restrictions.

12. Therefore, we strongly urge the Union Election Commission to immediately reconsider the
restrictions on election observation processes to ensure that the forthcoming 2020 Elections are free
and fair.
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