
Call from Myanmar Civil Society Organizations For 
World Press Freedom Day  

 
Media for Democracy: Journalism and Elections in Times of Disinformation 

 
Date: 30th April 2019 

 

Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) in Myanmar honors and commemorates the World Press 
Freedom Day that will fall this year on May 3rd.  
 
The media is the backbone of democracy and a bridge that links the gap between governments 
and the people. The media have been the eyes and ears of the people during Myanmar’s 
democratization, and we, as civil society organizations, greatly value the role that they play. We 
express our highest acknowledgment and respect as we take a bow to honor workers in the 
media who have lost their lives while carrying out their duties.  
 
Although Myanmar has democratic ambitions, indicators show that freedom of the press is 
currently restricted and under threat.  

Currently, Myanmar’s press freedom is ranked 138th in the world, falling one place from 2018.1 
There have been 31 complaints brought against media workers and 47 media workers who 
have faced trials under the current government.2  

We note that press freedom ranking rose 20 places between 2013 and 2017, yet sadly, it has 
fallen seven places since 2018. When two Reuters journalists, Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo, were 
sentenced to seven years imprisonment, Myanmar CSOs and media were shocked and the 
international community condemned the verdict.  

We welcome the recent auspicious action taken by the President of Myanmar who announced 
the prisoner pardons during the occasion of Myanmar’s New Year in 2019. However, we note 
that only five of the 50 current political prisoners were among the 16,499 total prisoners 
released.  

We strongly call on the Government of Myanmar to respect freedom of expression as provided 
in Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and to: 

(a) Immediately release all 45 remaining political prisoners, including Wa Lone and Kyaw 
Soe Oo, who are currently being kept behind bars in different prisons across Myanmar 
for conducting their work in media; 

(b) Amend or repeal Article 66(d) of the 2013 Telecommunication Law, the 1908 Unlawful 
Association Law, the 1923 Official Secret Act, articles related to criminal defamation of 
the Penal Codes (Article 500, 500(a), (b)), the 2014 Media Law and the 2017 Privacy 
Law in accordance with international principles and standards.  

                                                      
1
 https://rsf.org/en/myanmar 

2
 Statement by Athan-    

https://www.facebook.com/athan.foe.myanmar/photos/a.215675215658218/428936997665371/?type=3&theater  

https://www.facebook.com/athan.foe.myanmar/photos/a.215675215658218/428936997665371/?type=3&theater


Contact for the Call 

1. Tate Naing (AAPP) 09-428023828/ +66 812878751 

2. Hline Thint Zin Wai (aka) Thar Lon Zaung Htet (PCMJ) 09 – 443077557  

3. Thinzar Shunlei Yi (ACDD) 09 – 795574775 

 

Civil Society Organizations  

 

1. Action Committee for Democracy Development (ACDD) 

2. Action Group for Farmer Affairs (AGFA) Bago 

3. Airavati  

4. All Arakan Students’ and Youths’ Congress (AASYC) 

5. ALT (Alin Thit) 

6. Arakan CSOs Network (ACN) 

7. Arakan Rivers Network (ARN) 

8. Ashiochin National Independence Force  

9. Assistance Association for Political Prisoners (AAPP)  

10. Athan –      (                                                  ) 

11. Ayerwaddy West Development Organization - Middle Myanmar - AWDO (Magway 
Region) 

12. Burmese Women’s Union (BWU) 

13. Candle Light Youth Group 

14. Center for Social Integrity (CSI)  

15. Citizens Action For Transparency (CAFT) 

16. Community Association Development  

17. Community Response Group (COMREG)  

18. Dawei Development Association (DDA) 

19. Dawei Research Association 

20. Dawei Watch Foundation 



21. Democracy for Ethnic Minorities Organization (DEMO) 

22. Educational Initiatives (EI)  

23. Farmer and Labor Activists Group (FLAG) 

24. Future Light Center -                            ႕  

25. Future Star Youth Organization -                          ႔ 

26. Generation Tree Organization  

27. Generation Wave (GW) 

28. Genuine People’s Servants (                                  ) 

29. Golden Heart Organization (Tharsi) 

30. Green Network (Mergui Archipelago) 

31. Heartland Foundation 

32. Htoi Gender and Development Foundation 

33. Human Rights Defenders and Promoters (HRDP 

34. Human Rights Defenders and Promoters (Palaw)  

35. Human Rights Foundation of Monland 

36. Humanity Institute 

37. I - Care Foundation  

38. IFI watch Myanmar 

39. Ingyinmay Hindu Women Association  

40. Institute for Governance and Social Science  

41. Justice Drum                                   
42. Justice Society  

43. Kachin National Youth Network  

44. Kachin Youth Organization (KYO) 

45. Kalyanameikta Social Association (Khin U) 

46. Kanlat Metta Organization (Shan State) 

47. Kaw Dai Organization 



48. KBA-CSSDD (Kayah Baptist Association – Christian Social Services & Development 
Department)  

49. Kengtung Women Network 

50. Kengtung Youth Network 

51. KESAN- Karen Environment and Social Action Network 

52. KLY (Kayah Liphu Youth) 

53. KNGY (Kayan New Genaration Youth) 

54. KnHRG (Karenni Human Rights Group) 

55. KNWO (                             ) 

56. KNYO (Karenni National Youth Organization) 

57. KPSN (Karen Peace Support Network) 

58. KRSDO (Kannira Rural Social Development Organization) 

59. KSDS (Kayan Social Development Society) 

60. KSFU (Karenni State Famers Union) 

61. KSSU (Kayah State Students Union) 

62. Kyun Ta Htaung Myae Foundation 

63. KyWO (Kayan Women Organization) 

64. LAIN Technical Support Group 

65. Law Home 

66. LDN (Local Development Network) 

67. Lin Let Kyal Social Development Organization -                    ႔            ႔ 

68. Loka Ahlinn- Social Development Organization 

69. Metta Campaign 

70. Metta Development Foundation  

71. Metta Let Kann (MLK)       

72. Mindone Development Organization  

73. Minhla Development Organization (MDO) 

74. Minhla Youth Centre 



75. Mong Pan Youth Association 

76. Mother Land Network 

77. Muditar Organization -            ႔ 

78. Myan ICT for Development Organization (MIDO) 

79. Myanmar Cultural Research Society - MCRS 

80. Myanmar Human Rights Alliance 

81. Myanmar People Alliance (Shan State) 

82. Myanmar Press Freedom Center 

83. National Network for Education Reform (NNER)  

84. National Youth Congress (NYC) 

85. Never end Tomorrow (NeT) 

86. New Myanmar Foundation (NMF) 

87. Nyan Lynn Thit Analytica 

88. Open Development Foundation 

89. Our Future Initiative 

90. Our Natural Land 

91. Oway Education and Youths Institute 

92. Pace on Peaceful Pluralism (PoPP) -                                             

93. Pan Taing Shin Rural Development Organization 

94. Pan Taing Shin Women Rural Development Organization  

95. Paung Kuu 

96. Paungsee   ittar  rgani ation -                    ႔ 

97. Peace World Gender Organization (Taunggyi) 

98. Pone Yate Sit Regional Development Organization -                  ႔            ႔ 

99. Progressive Voice (PV) 

100. Protection Committee for Myanmar Journalists (PCMJ) 

101. Pwintphyu Development Organization (PDO) 



102. Ramkhye -                                                          
103. Rule of law watch group 

104. SarPhyu Famer Network -                      

105. Sa tana Shaesaung Youth  rgani ation -          ႕               ႔ 

106. Shan MATA 

107. Shwe Min Tha Foundation (Myanmar) 

108. Shwe Thinkha Social Development Organization 

109. Shwechinthae Social Service Group (Shwe Bo) 

110. Smile Education and Development Foundation  

111. Southern Youth Development Organization 

112. Students and Youths Congress of Burma (SYCB) 

113. Summer Shelter library 

114. Swe  ha  ar  rgani ation (                              )  

115. Synergy (Social Harmony Organization) 

116.  a’ang Legal Aid 

117.  a’ang Women  rgani ation ( W ) 

118. Tai Youth Network (TYN) 

119. Tampadipa Institute 

120. Tanintharyi friends 

121. Taunggyi Education Network  

122. Tavoyan women's Union 

123. The Fifth Pillar (  ၥ              ) 

124. The Seagull: Human Rights, Peace & Development 

125. Triangle Women 

126. Uakthon Local Social Development Organization 

127. White Marker Group 

128. Women League of Burma (WLB) 

129. Women Peace Network  



130. Yangon Watch  

131. Yangon Youth Network – YYN 

132. Young  i  o So ial Development  rgani ation -                  ႔            ႔ 

133. Young  i  o Women Group -                         ႔ 

134. Youth Circle 

135. Zomi Development Institute (ZDI) 

136. ၈၈                                               ႕      (          ) 

137.                           ႔ 

138.                                   

139.                

140.                                

141.                                        

142.                                    ႕ (TSYU) 

143.             

144.                                 

145.                  ႔            ႔  

146.                        ႔            ႔ 

147.                                  

148.    ႔           

149.    ႕                        ႕                   
150.                          ႔ 

151.                                                    

152.             LGBT     ႔  

153.                                              ႔  

154.                                    ႔ 

155.    ႕                                                

156.                           ႔                              

157.                   



158.                               
159.                               

160.                                                      

161.                                                                         

162.                        

163.                             

164.                    ႕            ႔ 

165.                      ႔            ႔  

166.                             ႕           ႕         ႕  (Area Peace and Development Forward) 

              
167.                                 

168.                              ႔. 

169.                                                                               
170.                                                                             
171.  

172.                                           

173.                          ႔  

174.                  ႔            ႔ 

175.              (           ) 

176.             ႔                    ႔ 

177.                                                                                          
178.                    ႔            ႔  

179.                                                                                    
180.                     

181.                        ႔            ႔  

182.                                                  ႔  

183.                                             

184.                        ႔                                 

185.                                            (PLAN-A)           



186.                                                                                       
          

187.                    -             

188.   ႔                                                        
189.                           ႔  

190.                  ႔            ႔  

 

 


