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The statement also called on international researchers and investors to “acknowledge and analyse the
local context, history, and culture when making recommendations.” See the full statement and list of
endorsing organizations at http://www.burmapartnership.org/2016/03/statement-of-kachin-people-on-
natural-resource-governance-in-kachin-state/
https://www.facebook.com/burmaenvironmentgroup/posts/1026503494131061

“Shan MPs condemn powerless parliament,” Weekly Eleven, October 2, 2016.
http://www.rfa.org/english/news/myanmar/kachin-state-political-parties-call-for-policy-on-natural-
resource-extraction-05272016145812.html

Only 8 of 21 ethnic armed groups signed a “Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement” (NCA) in October 2015
when the Burma Army rejected an inclusive political dialogue with all 21 groups.

The Burma Consortium (TBC), Protection and Security Concerns in South East Burma/Myanmar,
November 2014.

Sections 96, 188, and 196 of the 2008 Constitution specify that legislative powers are prescribed to the
Union Government in Schedule One, to States and Regions in Schedule Two, and to Self-Administered
Divisions/Zones in Schedule Three respectively.

Section 232. All ministries, except those headed by Aung San Suu Kyi, are headed by men, including the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation.

UNDP, Women and Local Leadership: Leadership Journeys of Myanmar’s Female Village Tract/Ward
Administrators, 2015.

Swan Ye Htut, MIC aiming for new investment law to come into play next financial year, Myanmar
Times, November 1, 2016.

The MIC is chaired by the Minister of Finance and Planning; members include the Director General of
DICA, the Attorney-General, as well as permanent secretaries from the Ministry of Commerce and the
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation. The MIC also includes a private sector
representative from the Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry. See
Directorate of Company Administration, Information on the Myanmar Investment Commission http://
www.dica.gov.mm/en/information-myanmar-investment-commission-mic.

Member’s tenure expires at the end of the Union-Government’s term. Commission members cannot serve
for more than two consecutive terms. 2016 Investment Law, s 10.

2016 Investment Law, s 36.

2016 Investment Law, s 25(c). According to Section 46, only when it considers that an investor ‘may
have a significant impact on security, economic condition, the environment or the national interest of
the Union and its citizens,” the MIC must submit the investment proposal to the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
and receive its approval (but the commission appears to have discretion in deciding which investors fall
into this category). Investments that fall outside those categories do not require MIC approval, and must
only comply with other relevant ministerial approvals and applicable national laws, such as company
registration and environmental clearance.

2016 Investment Law, s 24.

2016 Investment Law, s 41.

2016 Investment Law, s 50.

2016 Investment Law, s 24(h).

Kyaw Hsu Mon, Investment Law Rules and Regulations to be Released by March, The Irrawaddy,
October 24, 2016

2016 Investment Law, s 28.

Asian Development Bank, Power Sector Development in Myanmar, October 2015.

Asian Development Bank, Power Sector Development in Myanmar, October 2015 and Myanmar Energy
Master Plan, December 2015

http://www.myanmarinternational .tv/news/national-energy-vp-addressed-management-committee-meeting
accessed November 15, 2016.
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http://www.myanmarpresidentoffice.gov.mm/2015en/?q=issues/energy/id-4827, accessed May 24, 2017
https://www.adb.org/projects/46389-001/main#project-pds

FAO, Global Forest Resources Assessment: Myanmar Country Report, 2015. http://www.fao.org/3/a-
az283e.pdf This is based on 10% crown cover and trees over 5m in height. There is actually much less
good quality forest left, the FAO estimates as little as 19%.

Mu Mu Aung, State of Forests and Forest Genetic Resources in Myanmar, 2002. At: http://www.fao.org/
docrep/005/ac648e/ac648e¢08.htm Accessed November 16, 2016.

Tejas Bhagwat, Andrea Hess, Ned Horning, Thiri Khaing, Zaw Min Thein, Kyaw Moe Aung, Kyaw Htet
Aung, Paing Phyo, Ye Lin Tun, Aung Htat Oo, Anthony Neil, Win Myo Thu, Melissa Songer, Katherine
LalJeunesse Connette, Asja Bernd, Grant Connette, and Peter Leimgruber. “Losing a Jewel-—Rapid
Declines in Myanmar’s Intact Forests from 2002-2014.” 2016. Forest cover here is measured at 10%
canopy cover and intact forest at 80%.

The state or regional forestry minister is able to complain to the State/Region Chief Minister; however,
often the degree of seriousness to which the complaint is treated depends more on the Chief State/Regions
minister’s personal status as supposed to any formalised institutional arrangement.

For more on deconcentration, see Gregersen, H., Contreras-Hermosilla, A., White, A. and Phillips, L.
2004. Forest Governance in Federal Systems: An Overview of Experiences and Lessons.

Woods, K. Commercial Agriculture Expansion in Myanmar, 2015.

Private communication with retired government official, 2015.

Woods, K. and Kanby, K. 2012. Myanmar: Overview of Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade.
Tin Maung Maung Than. 2007. State Dominance in Myanmar: the political economy of industrialisation.
http://www.bnionline.net/news/karen-state/item/2365-asia-world-and-shwe-padonmar-companies-sue-
returning-idps-for-trespass.html

MSPP is a joint venture between Malaysian-based Glenealy Plantations (the parent company is Samling
group), which owns a 95% stake, and Myanmar-based Stark Industries, which owns a 5% stake. There
are 4 villages in the concession area with the following populations in each: 1) Thein Byin — 865 people,
2) Kawet — 189 people, 3) Baw Sa New — 190 people, 4) Swe Chaung — 66 people.
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