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Since the peace process and political reforms undertaken in Myanmar, massive 
economic developments have begun in the forested, resource-rich territories of 
Indigenous Karen peoples without their free, prior and informed consent (FPIC). 
Despite the challenges, local indigenous communities are collectively responding to the 
threats by establishing community forests. A community forest is jointly managed by the 
local community and the KNU’s Forestry Department. “Cooperation and collaboration 
with the local community is crucial; to strengthen local community participation and 
collaboration in forestry activities for the long-term is important,” said P’doh Mahn Ba 
Tun, head of KFD.  

 

Contact:  P’doh Mahn Ba Tun (Karen and Burmese): +66 (0) 979 408 152 (Thai); 
+95  977 631 9899 (Myanmar)   

Saw Alex Htoo (Karen, Burmese and English): +668 967 656 615 (Thai); 
+95 976 177 0115 (Myanmar) 

 

Notes to Editor:  

Karen Environmental and Social Action Network (KESAN) is an indigenous 
Karen organization that empowers indigenous Karen communities, promotes locally -
owned genuine peace, and protects environment, lands and livelihoods.  

Kawthoolei Forestry Department (KFD) is the KNU’s department that spearheads 
forest and forest-related resource governance through effective forestry management, 
implementation and enforcement of ecologically and socially sound policy that 
recognizes customary forest tenure rights of indigenous Karen peoples in the KNU’s 
administered areas. 

 


