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Mr.	President,	the	Vienna	Declaration	and	Programme	of	Action	(VDPA)	encourages	the	establishment	
and	 strengthening	 of	 National	 Human	 Rights	 Institutions	 (NHRIs)	 in	 accordance	 with	 the	 Paris	
Principles.	In	Asia	we	continue	to	witness	increasing	attacks	on	human	rights	defenders	(HRDs).	In	this	
context	we	strongly	call	on	Asian	NHRIs	to	strengthen	and	exercise	their	mandates	to	take	pro-active	
action	on	protecting	HRDs.1	

Recalling	the	importance	of	the	independence	of	NHRIs	we	reiterate	that	the	appointment	process	for	
these	bodies	must	be	transparent	and	participative.	For	example	in	Bangladesh,	the	founding	law	of	the	
National	Human	Rights	Commission	 (NHRC)	of	Bangladesh	does	not	provide	 for	 the	 inclusion	of	 civil	
society	 and	 during	 recent	 appointments	 the	 selection	 committee	 failed	 to	 consult	with	 the	 public.2In	
India,	we	remain	concerned	that	the	founding	law	of	the	National	Human	Rights	Commission	(NHRC)	of	
India	 falls	 short	 of	 providing	 for	 a	 consultation	mechanism	 on	 the	 selection	 and	 appointment	 of	 the	
commissioners.3	This	 is	 also	 the	 case	 with	 the	 Burma/Myanmar	 National	 Human	 Rights	 Commission	
(MNHRC).4	In	Thailand,	given	previous	flawed	selection	process,	5	we	urge	for	the	government	to	ensure	
that	 the	new	National	Human	Rights	Commission	of	Thailand	 (NHRCT)	Act	will	 be	 in	 full	 compliance	
with	Paris	Principles	including	on	selection	and	appointment	process.		

We	 urge	 Asian	 governments	 to	 urgently	 reform	 appointment	 process	 for	 National	 Human	 Rights	
Institutions	 and	 to	 follow	 a	 clear,	 comprehensive	 and	 consultative	 process	 that	 leads	 to	 open	 and	
transparent	merit-based	selection.	

Lastly	we	call	on	Asian	states	without	NHRIs	to	take	immediate	steps	towards	establishing	effective	and	
independent	NHRIs.	
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